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%H£R£ ar^numy people who take the 
'^ tiieafumi of a/ charz£ier like the ^ taylor 
m^Laputaif^who^i in oiider ta make 'a fukof 
cloaths for Gulliver, tooli the ii fere j6fi. hist 
thumb, and concluded that the reft was in . 
prbpqrtioh; they^formi their judgment fr6m 
fbmei flight circuinftance,' and conclude, that 
t)m;reft! of the th^sifter muft be of/a piece 

0. Vol. II. B Were 



a ON CANDOUR. 

Were alt l>odies fbrrae<^ nccordkig to Ac 
exaEt rules of proportion^ this method of 
taking the meafure would be infallible^ fup« 
poHng the taylor perfeSly acquainted with 
thofe rules; but in order to find the fame 
certainty in this me^ho^ of judging of cha- 
raSers, we muft not only fuppofe, that the 
perfon who is to judge of them is equally 
well Infonoed of all t\t diiFccient vAriatic^s; 
but we muft alfo fuppofe^ that the fame mo- 
tives regularly produce the fame aQions^ and 
ttot jdu3 fiuiMC feeliflf s /m .ahnyji Hjipsi^i 

fibiii :3s fufficient : tOflAewi tjnt tlttSiif 



.1 > » . ■ 



: Human ^tiire^ it m £i(^ it iAmyB(j6af{ 
ftmci.: Jfot:viitt«s ];eiimancBtf3i»?^f^^^ 
«QttI4 fivter eiiufimrvitf^dtt it$ vasi^ito {ttnresitr 
inclinations^ affe^pns^ and paflions^ wjihiitt^ 

.1 V.' 'ihe 



4iffp|:^ -SPm^i^^n?^ the p|)jft^ 9^ \f^ 



tion might ferve to perplex ;a^ Vi\fh^ }f^ 
diffident of our own judgment; and as it is 
m^fi^ ^ftft^r, %? jye|l ^ i^j^e ft^ff^f^ to 

J^^f?ii^*feR ^Pf ,f^iftW>.^,^v<M^^•fW 
B 2 another; 
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4 ON CANDOUR. 

anothct; and th6refore, by affigning foffil^ 

• • • , . 

other motive to fiich aftiohs, thfey reduce 

them to their own ftandard; and being then 

. . ,■ ■ , ■ . ■ . f .. . *.. 

able to comprehend wha[t Was unintelligible 

before, they conclude that their prefent 

bpittion niuft certainly be right, an6(%nn 

iherr judgment of the reft of the diaraSer 

according to it. 



! . , ' i 



From thefei and many other caufefe Whi?eh 
might be affigned, it appears, that there mtlft 
always be great uncertainty iii the d^iftioris 
we form of the aftions of others, and ih'*tW6 

'\ r 4 

inferences we draw from panicular actibti^ 
concerning the general cliaraQ:er.' ' TTlie 
obvious conclufion from which is, l!ha^ Wi 
ihould'be always upon dilr guard ag^t 
Ibnhmg an hafty judgment, ot UfHig^iiio 
much ftrcfs' upon thbffc' jud^^hts Wblcfe i^'6 
cannot liel^ f (drifting j aiid be^ very ca\ittotiS 

that 
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ON CANDOUR. 5 

thai we do pot fuffer our own prejudices and 
fancies to acquire the force, of truth, and 
influence our opinions afterwards. 

YetftilL whilftwe live in this' world/ and 
converfe with pthers, it is impoffible to avoid 
Soming fomei opi|iion qf ; tjiepd ffODa their 
words and a£lions; and it is not always eafy 
to afcertain the juft bounds within which 
this opinion ought to be confined, and tg 
diftinguifh between the diftalte^of reafon, and 
ihofe of prejudice and imagination. 

Since then we cannot ihut our eyes, it ipay 
be ufeful to us to procure as much light as we 
can; not that we may be continually prying 
into what does not concern us, but that 
where we cannot avoid forming fome judg- 
ment, we may do it with juftice and candour; 
that we may learn to avoid being pofitive, 

B 3 where 



been wrong; 

or to ouH^l^t i^tsBH the iomhity wolikl hti 

yet every error is liable to bad confequences. 
t^ftsS&tt\iii&}HfU f6ffned sn bkfty favoiir- 
ibld ji(4gli«4ttii iMiy protnk^ in tiM^bd 
S<Mf1llcdf4 <tf hi« tniftake: he»ittg been de^ 
^^iVedj ha ttia^r grov fufpicioQS, till every 
af^ri^e Of g«0d is Aiftmfked, and h« 
feRi lb;f 4i6gi%6^ iiab die idiltrwjr extj^Cfttc : 
£9f met emn^t bb ^ fbuMMion tif iml imd 

lafting 



ON CANDOUR. y 

l^ti^ ^od, finoe^ fopner or Umb, klrhtSi hi 
fiudbf fi^ and ihen the fiip^rftrudaire^ hov^ver 
beatieifiil in lippearance^ \ii\\ Mi ta rams; : 

• # - • 

Tctte Charity ahd :B^dx;rO[k»oe cert^nly 
do not «Ofifift in didc^ving oiiffdves and 
others; they do not make us blind and in- 
ftfUible^ 4^f do they give ^ a ^1& iight^ to 
lettd OS aflray from the trutbi and then teaVe 
ui beviMered in darknefs and error, fedcing 
in vain tot^^rn/ and miftrufiing every ap^ 
pearance of light which would conduft us 
baick again» Like att other virtues, they How 
from the Source of Eternal Truth ; they mull 
be fifmly ribted tn the heart, and continually 
exercifed in every drffenent fituation, not 
merely the tranlient effe£ls of ipirits and 
good-humour^ which fometimes tnyce a p^r-:- 
fon difpofed to be pleafed with others, only 
beotufe he is pleafed with himfelf 5 for then 

he 
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he will be difpleafed again^ with as little fea^ 
fon, whenever the prefent humour gives place 
to another. Still lefs are they the effeft of 
weaknefs of judgment, and want of difcern- 
ment and penetration ; which^ in fzBiy are 
more likely to lead to the contrary extreme. 

* % > « 

That they arefometimesconfiderecj in this 
laApbint ofview, may perhaps be one of the 
chief regions for that want of them, which fo 
often appears in general converfation. 

The vanity of difplaying fuperior talents 
is very prevalent, and it is often much more 
from this principle, than from reii ill-nature, 
ths^t the faults and imperfeftions of the ab- 
Jent are expofed. To gain admiration is 
the objeft of purfuit: any other way by 
which it might be attained, would anfwer 
the purpofe juft as well; but unfortunately 

all 



ON CANDOUR. 9 

I 

all others are more difficulty while this is 
within the reach of all ; for the weakeft have 
penetration enough to difcover imperfe£iions 
in thofe whofe ejccellencies are far above 
their reach. 

; Thofe who have no folid virtues of their 

own may affiime a temporary luperiority, by 

declaiming againft the faults pf others; and 

thofe who have neither wit, nor any talents 

to amufe, may yet raife a laugh by expofing 

what is ridiculous, or may be made to appear 

fo.. A little more of that penetration which 

they are fo defirous of being thought to pof- 

fefs, might help to a farther infight intothem- 
felves and others; they might perhaps find 

that they have only been expofing what was 
obvious to every body, and gaining the repu- 
tation of ill-nature, in hO. without deferving 
it, (any otherwife than by inattention;) for 

admiration 
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ftdiflifatidU vfz& tk^Ur t>oiflt ill view ; otfd itiii 

V6fy f^&kAif iMt tke cdnfeqttdsicM of ^hu 
fb^y faldi {flight ii«ver ehter cbeir thougtoi 
SHd that iKey wduld hAVC been rMtty lEMked> 
had they confidered them in their true h^t; 
But railing themfelves^ not depreciating 
eth^irs^ WGA the obj^fil c^ iheit- piirfuiti tind 
the tneam of sittainiiig it were ccxifidtfrcd 
iiMifely u fuch> without fti^y »temion to thmt 
toii£iquieneed^ 

ftthtlp^ JRmt f igid tinfofs Wh5 ht^std tht 

cmvitrSk^m^ m^y fdl im& ^n #rmr of thd 

famfe kihd Wkh th^if oWn ; and^ folr Wftm ^f 
fuffitiefttly jMthdtriting thfeir iftbtivcij, may 
iliptx^fe therft loft to all fenfe of cafidout aAd 
benevolence, ind aftu^ted folely byitiaike 
and ilUndttitt; while afH^rfbrt of reiil difcern- 
lii^nt wotild have avoided the errotsef both- 
and not from W^akneft, but from ftf eAgth of 

judgment. 
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jilii^fxfftTd, tf ould IkaVd aft^d a mote chdrhablfc^ 
pm; fol- nothitig is iti6re juft ihtiii the 6b- 
ftiHrAtiflfi 6f aft ejteellclfit itithor : '* Ce ti'eft 
*^ jysirtt au lifepfetrt d6 I'^fpfit qu'oii eft bon/* 
llie fa^llts ittd follies ate bften the moft ob- 
vious parts 6f a chsirafter, while many gbod 
qualities remain unnotieed by the generality 
of the world, unlefs fome extraordinary occa- 
fi6h call them fofth to aAidn, 

r 

it is ^tf6!iderftll to bhfttirt, hOW itiahy un^ 
hifbiitdiAe ahd ttfijtlft CpinicJIls ar6 formed, 
twetely by iidt flifficiently cortfidering the 
Vfcfy dlfierent lights in which the fame aflion 
will appeat to difFelreht perfons 611 different 
deeafioiis, HdW Ulafiy things ate faid in ge^ 
ncral tonverfation, from thoughtlefsnefs and 
inattention, from a flow bf fpiifits, ahd a de^ 
fire to fay fomething, which will hot ftand the 
teft of a fevere cenfure, and which, confi- 

dered 
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dered fcparately, may appear in fuch a. light 
as the fpeaker never thought of! Not only 
the ill-natured, but the fuperficit^l obferv.^r 
may often be mifled by fuch appe?irapfices^ 
and fliocked at things which want only to be 
underftood in order to fecure them a more 
favourable judgment, • 

r 

The difpofition of the bejirer, as. well a^ 
that of the fpeaker,. may alfo contribute 
greatly to make things appear different from 
what they really are; and great allowances 
ihould be made for his own paflions and 
prejudices^ as well as for thofe of others; for 
though they may be fuppofed to be better 
known to him, yet it is evident that every 
one, while under their immediate influence, 
is very ill qualified to judge how far they may 
affeft his opinions. 

A perfon 
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•' 'A'^^rlbri wb6is under any particular de- 
jeftion oF ipiriW/ And ^feels tKat'a'kihd word 
dr look would te a cordial to his hearty may 
be overcome by the mirth of a cheerful fo- 
cifely, ahd ihclihed to attribute to infenfibility 



1'.' 



what perhaps WJis merely owing to ignorance 
oFhls fituatioh, arfd the lively impreflidn of 
prefent pleafure: while another, whofe heart 
is elated by fome little fiiccefs which his 

. . I r • t ' ' ' ' ' 

,., . ••'•■'•.■•.) ijL' * ' A 

itiiagitiation 'has railed 'far 'above its real 
Viliie;' niay ' be' hiocfeed it ttfe cotdnefs of 
thofei whd, being more rational aiid leCs in- 
Xtiifttd^ fee the matter in if s true fight, and 
meref6r6 cannot mafe' in his loy in the man- 

• M- ...... . . •* • ' . » 

iierhe expefts and'wimes. ' " ' 

' *Wiiat multituaes of iihfaVouratte and unl 
juu opinions would be at once removed, it 
we could put diinelves ih the place 6f others, 
^aSftd'iy^ things' 'ift'iheYiiht- in'-Whrcir they ap- 

pear 
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pear tp tbcw^— ihe only way of foraging a 
right ^ftwatfe of their copdufil in reg?tj44<? 

them. But whil? we j^dige QjFth? aCUow ^f 
others by our ovrn fgelings^ pr rjitjiej by ojfjf 
own r^afoninigs, upon wlijt w? ^b9Qfe to fj|j^ 

pofe would be pur fgdwjgs pn thf: Ukp ojcca^ 

lion, we muft b^ Jkble to 9ppt«iu^ miftl^e^. 

. • I • • • • 

plaimed by a}l, an4 yfl^ch cert^nly jij fyi^f 
4egi;ee feems to |)e injplsinte^ in>uflian n?>t«r?^ 

... ... ^ • 

They p>uft }>e infenfible indeed, pr i^pfnffr 
;hing far worfe, who qjn fee pth?r» happy* 
■writhput t)^in^ ^leafed . pr Riiferable, yrhhQ^ 
fympathifing in their 4uff^ng?# said wij(hji|ig 
to relieve them. But to enter fully into the 
feelipgs of pthers, <9,|>^ t^ly f^|(ttl9. f^4he 
jppreffipn ev«y ci;-cun»%«ce jnftfeLjp^ J9 t^lf 
fitu^tipp, is mucj^ mprg- ^f c«J)t. w4 Mi:^ 

WfiWwqUf f>.a? %t. fi^,|ig^t|»ay «>pfi^i 

and 



V 

tory anfwer, becaufe, according to. ff^p^trrr 
ances^ it feems to have been deferveA 



i; Mtaft ftto|k ft& mu^ ^not^ from limi 
fesdiis)gi», tbao fnwr rcsdbo [ami tt&tBdon^rr^ 

I^MBL ti itmdvA vbkh may jsfspcdr M Awi 
fil.iittipilftl Md^mMp}^ that tfacy woodarlioir 
^fitjui; iMttU mb hs wkile ichoffi ndbo istoe 

engaged 
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engaged in a6kidn^ are often hunrife'd on ^h^ 
the impulfe of tlie prtfent inlotaieht^ and, witbt^* 
out having any- bad intention, may fall intiy 
fuch errors as the codl reafdhdr llirdiild thkik 
almoil impoflible; or perhaps fometinles/ 
without confideiring the matter^ they may ^ rife 
to heights of eJdcfcUence which would neVet^ 
have^ occurred to him, and which, for th^t^ 
ceafon, he may probably be unable to cottW 
prehend, and therefore very liable to mifc 
interpret. • : 



•» I 



It may generally be obferved, that in every 
ftderice a flight and fopi^rficial knowledge 
often makes ia: perfonrvain and pofitive^ 
while lorig and"^ttentive ftudy, and a deep 
kifight into ihe: real nature of things, produce 
a contrary effeft, and lead to humility ah4 
diflRdence* This may be partly owing to thki 
defire of difplaying what they poflefs, which 

is 
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is often found in thofe who poffcfs but little, 
and are therefore ambitious of making the 
moft of it, in order to impofe upon the world 
by falfe appearances, and prevent a difcovery 
of that poverty which they wifh to conceal ; 
but it is alfo often owing to a real mifappre- 
henfion of things. 

The fuperficial obferver confiders the ob- 
jeft only in one point of view, which perhaps 
is new to him, and therefore ftrikes his ima- 
gination ftrongly ; and it does not occur to 
him that it may be confidered in other lights, 
and that, upon fartlier enquiry, he might find 
reafon to change his opinion, or at leaft to 
doubt of what at firft appeared to him clear 
and evident, Pleafed with what he has ac- 
quired, and ignorant of what farther might be 
acquired, he is fatisfied and pofitive; while 
thofe who are farther advanced, fee a vaft 

Vol. ir. C field 



#8 ON CANDOUR. 

field orkftOMrfe4fec|ieii'^efoiie (faem;of«iBiidi 
they are fen6ble4hac4i«y ean ^e^^loieonly ^e 
V^^mall.pftrt; and by tii4(iag 'an etilafged 
mtw -df • fhkigSj rand oWerving how oftch they 
have -be^n deceived by <doofideriag ^thehi i» 
Si kik ^Ilitj -«pe taMight^o aVoid-beihg.'pofiv 
tive, where they are fenfible their knoi^tedgt 
is imperfeft. 

-T1h« rfmy be » applied to die^ftud^ -irftihe 
human *he«rt, "^as well '•as to neycry -other, in 
vhich-wecitn -only Judge kom ^ppmrinca^. 
T'hefe ^ho kii(*w leaft are ofteitmolbFcady'to 
'decidk, and iboft ; pofitive^^ thekr 4eotfidas; 
4tnd4>dfitivenefs .generally gams wxitcxtedil 
ihah it defer^^es. Theconfeqacncds 6f this 
are perhaps mdie pefnieibu^ In regard to this 
fubjtft -than -any dthtr, becaofe - it - require 
much lefs penetration to difoover find ts and 
weaknelfes^ than real and folid good qualities. 

From 



l^rem 4ienc« ine^ i^plear "(he injuftice of 
foppoifing^ rfhdt perfons of deep 4cnow4edge 
and dbfervation of maiikind are tabe avoided^ 
as being indmcd to paft the 4cvercll judg-^ 
ments on -the conduft of ofherij. Thofe in- 
deed Kvho -hafbour any criminal dcfigns, and 
conceal vice under ^he tnaSc of bypocriiy, 
may-tfcfrtbleiunder-the eye of a4ceen obfefver ; 
for fudi an one may fee through thek* deepeft 
difguifes^ and expofe them in their true light 
when it is neceflary, in order to prevent the 
mlfdiief jthey might do. He may alfo dated 
the ftHacy of an affumed merit, and falfe 
virtue, which *have paffed upon the world- for 
ttiii «buthe will Tee at the fame time the al- 
lowancfes which cantlour may make for every 
fault and Weaknefs. He will difcover many an 
huntble excellence which feeks not to difplay 
itfelf *to the world, and many an inftance of 
true goodnefs xjf heart, and dericacy of fenti- 

C 2 ment. 
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ment^ exprefied in trifling circmnftiu^Ges;^ 
ivhich would pafs unobferved^ or perhaps be 
totally mifintcrpreted, by a perfon of Itis ob- 
servation and Icnpwledge of mankind. He will 
alfo be more open to convi£U(^^ and re^y 
to acknowledge a miftake, becaufehe is, not 

« 

under the neceffity of endeavouring toimppfc 
upon the world by a falfe appearance of 
knowledge^ which always indicates a defici-^^i 
ency in what is true and genuine* 

Ignorance alone pretends. to infallibility* 
A perfon of real knowledge is fenfibie that 
he muft be liable to error, and has not the 
fame reafon to be afraid of acknowledging it 
in any particular inftance; and if his know- 
ledge be joined with true benevolence, he 
will be continually watching for an opportu-- 
nity to change his opinion, if that opinion fa^s 
been formed on the unfavourable fide> or at 

kail 
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k^ft tb-^fcoveribiAe ^ood qualities whicli 

I. 

may counterbalance the fault he ' Cduld not 
help obferving. For the fame reafons, he 
will be always rttldy and willing 'tb' dbferve 
an aheirktion for^the better in thofe' tif whom 
heha^ thought moft uhfavourably^ inft^ad of 
bekig glad (as is Cotaietimes th€ tafe with 
olhei-s) of arty hfew inftance which may ferve 
tdcoafihntheopitiion'fonnerly pronounced/ 
and afraid of any ^hing which may contra- 
dift if- He will ^ always remember, that the 
woi^ dhatafter m&y improve; and the fe- 
vereft jadgmerits eVeif' J)rbnounced by the 
ignc»ra¥it' and ilUnktured, even thofe which 
have been affented to- with regret \^ the 
fenfible and benevolent, may afterwards be 
changed: but the firft will be afraid and 
unwilling to acknowledge, thit they have 
been obliged to change their opink>ni the 
laft will be ever Veady to do it, and not 

C 3 afliamed 



%% Q» CANDOUR* 

sAumed W own k^ wbe» di^ call 0bfir(te 4 

« • » • 

KB0wkdge iff indaed (|)iiiak*fig)nedAi b^ 

Uiiid> it ratfaei^ fw^^c^ H fa^e lighHi wbi^ 
kaidg iaio a ^QiUJmd aiir<^s and liiiftftfc^iM 
The di&ieiifie betwe^ ^en does^ |io( f}€>^ 
fiftin. the fiumbei? of tbeif alifeiyiLtjmft^ l|iH* 

in the truth, and jiaftn^fe isf ^Bko0%> Jf^t^ttf^, 

- 

ticm nay dUcovcF 4io& &(i|tltodtifeakBiei^<h 
wbidv really exift^- bui; igai^raneft wift finejr 
it has 4if^v6red mamy whieh^ nevbr e:fifte$t 
ai ali^ and k i» ^Sfenk iadetfd to cou^iaK^ 

It mayalfobe obferf^d^ tkit thofe ^foa^hi^ 
which di%ofe OS te- nike a right ufe of iho- 
knowlodgii ^ sta^kkindi c^nirib»ie at fdnar 
fane tiiai^ td infiroale dw^ knonriedge^ 

The 
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Tfeafhdcrtrt'wWclt fe nttreiy ftlfifli does not 
imdtei#Btn<l<the knguage of benevotence, difc 
iiitcrdlednefti and generofify, and tlVerefore is 
wty ITaWe tfo niifinterprelf itr while thofc vrho 
feel themfelves capable of great and- worthy 
aSions, will find no difficulty in believing that 
otft^ei^ina)^ be fe tea, andwitf have an idta 
c^afdmrader iiphidi can hardly ever be pcr- 
feftly utt<ferfto6* by Aofe who feel nothing 
lifcc km themfelves. 

ft « 

Vie^, even in fpite of itfelf, muft pay a 
reverett€(tf to virtue, confldered in general; 
bXj* rite moft edited* hctghts, and moflt 
rdfeied inftances ot it, are far above it« com- 

prehenfllon. 

. . > .■ 

Thid dbfcrvatten, holds not only in regard 
to fuch charaficrs as are entirely abandoned 
to vice, but to all the leffer degrees of it; 

which 
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which alwaysj more or Icfs, tend to infpire 
fufpicion^ and make it. difficult to underftand 
an oppofite chara&er^ or believe it to be* 
fuch as to an honeft and good heart it wou|4 
immediately appear. 

It is impoflible to read or hear the obfer-^ 
vations of thofe who are celebrated for. the 
deepeft knowledge of mankind^ without be- 
ittg hurt to obferve that vice and folly, with : 
the means of playing upon them, and making 
advantage of them, are made the general 
pbjeSs of attention; while true goodnefs of 
heart, and reftitude of chara£ler, are hardily' 
ever pentioned. And yet, if fuch things 
can exift, (and what muft his heart be who 
believes they do not) he who leaves theii^ 
entirely out in his account, muft have but ^^ 
imperfect knowledge of mankind* 

Another 
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t Another iirzy in which a flight and fuper-« * 
ficialknowkdgerof) taaxikind is: very apt to 
mijEk^dj is that? Joy e of reducing every thing 
togene^d rulesj which is always found in 
thofe whofe views are not very extenfivc. 
A C^w fuch ru)#s jffi$ eafily renjeipbered; and 
they have an; appearance of conveying a great : 
de^l^rqf knowledge at once, which often . 
pi^pres th?m^ a, favourable reception, not- 
oply from thpifp ,who ate d^firou^ of con~ . 
cj^aling their ignorance under: an; appearance 
of :knowledgej ;but : even from fuch as might 
be capable q( dete@;ing their fallacy; if they 
ii^ould give thenifelves the troi^ble of exa-* 
mining.them. 

.To fay that all men aft from pride^ felf- 
intereft, &c* and then to explain eyery aftion 
a(CCQr4ingly, is much eafier than to trace the 
giotiy^s of different aftipns in different cha« 

rafters^ 
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'Mlience tlbey^ fprihigi^ and this ia much n)Mi% 

fdves' iaiiab)c[ M «xpiai^ tAem. 

a«qpitt£tii^ W thdfe* who- talft' moM t^arMbejr^' 
thmk^siitd sm^ moM^ d(efiyefis''of t^ appettr^ : 
ame of kmmUidg^ andpef&eiratfoni i6an[6f ' 
tbe F«al«^i and Aicb riifes^ are eften rej^tedP 
f Mm «MM(^anetfter^ without being ftifficiently' 
e>t»miwed, t*li they» gain the fof iefe of trttthi 
awi aire r«^i->wd ^ maxh*»> ^Mc^ Jt vKitiW 
be thought unreafonable to contrenwt.^ 

Tka ue^tSUy of ufin^ metaphorical Ian« 
guage^ to e?(pr8& the fenti^nem^ of the heteM^ 
imy pei^s^ c^n hwc ghtn oic^ln^fv t^ 
ptiftdkes ojf t*i^ kin*; Ihcf qualities whieh 

belong 



bekMg.ta thei Utepd fenfe of tieworxlvve 
afpplkdNto^it wiit^n ufed iteiapbdric^ljr;: ancf 
filoiii a» hihk of coime^^gt ths word witfir 
dbofii- quafities^ iodii rd^roilitigsr ofam ]^a& 
dsremr^dioiigh a>litiie aAfentid^ might ea£iy 
have difcovered the miftake on \^hich they 
are founded. This is ftill more likely to 
hapffen wboli^ the finncr H^fysf^^m b ufed to 
expref^ aStrtnt fentistmnts, wl^tdi bom tfae^ 
pQ^eVty of laii^cpacgo upon fuch. figihjQsds mioft^ 
jfbnmtiixies ha^lpen^ 

The words 1*dr$k0ii miA ktat, {f6r exaikipk): 

originally denoting; the propertkaoffire^faaAre 

bee A mtta^Qxically \xMl to t?fpre£s tbofe of 

afiefi^oriiand ihofe of anger tr refenimenil, 

Thia C'Sraiiaiftanct aloile has probably gi^ven 

rife to ani ofefervdtion oftei^ repoaibed^ atid very. 

£^fleril4y rdceiVed^ ^' th«t a warm friend wiU^. 

^ })e equally warn? in hb anger and refent- 

*' mcnt. 
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**inehi, and confcquenlly yiiW be a bitter 
^ enemy." It would be juft a$ rational to 
fay, *^he wilLburn your fingers;" for it is 
only from reafoning upon words ifitbbut 
ideas, tKat either the one or the other can 
be aflerted. 

• • I * \ 

That tender affeOionate difpiofition, which 
conflitutes - the chara£ler of a warm friend^ 
and difpofe&'him even to forget himfelf for 
the fake of the objeft beloved, is not more 
different from the qualities of natural fire, 
than from that proud and felfifli fpirit which 
infpires violent anger and refentment. To 
the firft, (according to the expreffion of an 
elegant writer) " la haine feroit un tour- 
^* mentj" but the laft finds his fatisfaftion (if 
that word can ever be apjplied to fuch a cha^ 
ra&er) in the indulgence of his hatred, and 
the endeavour to exprefs it^ 

A very 
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A very little attention to the real qualities 
oC thefe chara6lers» might furely be fufficient 
to ihew that they are widely different; though 
the habit of ufing the fame words to exprefs 
them^ has led to an habitual connexion of the 
ideaSj and prevents this difference from ftri- 
king us at firfi fight, 

. The fame would be found to be the cafe 
in many other inftances^ where general ob« 
fervations have been received, merely be- 
caufe they found plaufibly, and are repeated 
fa often that they are believed of courfe, 
without enquiring into the truth and juftice 
of them. And when fuch are made the 
ground work of the judgments formed in par*- 
ticular inftances, thofe judgments muft be 
liable to numberlefs errors, which will eafily 
gain.ground, becaufe they favour a received 

opinion. 

That 
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That tbis method df judging by igmisral 
rules^^on fubj^^ 4b va^^Us and ^comjllkmcd 
as the &ifp>d&ikm& 0f 4h€ hutn^n^heart^ is vepy 
lisLbfe ^o -error^ vflioiild alons; be fuffieimt'lo^ 
put us -cm our guard agaiilft it; ^but*thefe^ia 
anadditioiKA'Peafon for thk^ from tlie^pfoba-** 
bility that they may be founded-en c^fefva- 
tions drawn from the moil unfavourable views 
(^>huiiian nature^ Che 6ffis£ks<)f bad^qualkies 
hMMg^ m gcMi^l^ more -oxieiffive^acid moK 
t^areiit ifhajfi 4hdfe of good oiies; fiMetlbe 
k8l^aQeifi«<|ue»tly ^employed in p^revcffifiiig 
mil&hief^^iid'ibey are:icarceiever tadcen *no^ 
tiGe<^« dhey aifo :make the deepeft io^Def'- 
fiofi ; Ibftallaise feilfible of theevils ibey^have 
-fisrf&f^d; 'few pay &fiici€.nt'atieiition lo'lhdSc 
lifeey have^^Teap^- 

'Whenever/ therefof>ej the appIicaiiQii<rf'# 
general rule difpofes us to an unfavourslble' 

judgment 
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judgnusAtdhiiiaiyf {MuriioiibarinftBDMte^fthatQcir^ 

wlake «»' lefs^gmiHy cto iididklihe fOosaiLiiIuim 
fidiioh rmi^ iiie iduwiiifram k. 



•■> 



• « 



This again may ferve to Ihew^ that ]Beili0ns 
of enlarged views and extenfive knowledge 
mrtifar fsMftdsreiYig uoa that yuocount di^fed 
4orJ[)e Ifbvemi; imtatk xilit ytoosaniiTy:^ if duy^ 
^make ^ right ^ufe \ of .theoi, ' iffiU theoil^ cbe 
tembkd ^Jcmit&ftYm^ erross ^off dihar^ iand 
^ led to afiDote icmiid^^oMsiti^ctAvmy di£ 
qn^ag lhan.the.^te& (GRtise maodd. 

Timy icMitotindc^^retasa Uiat :<iiQ]i^^ 
?tooiM]ik«if)dl MSf£(Wvixy ^kfody, ::wEbkfa:is fotne-> 
dtaes found i in ^thofeTwho' are >|jatift -entdrii^ 
4i|to:life^^:aiid<know.iiot''beiw?co faf^&my 
in&icsiity in' mQvds;:or^ib^dxs&^mz6dmi^ : 
-^iB^bdloopi^D^to pa»thaind;iiieJ^enence» 

and 
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and therefore cannot laft. long in any one« 
.A litde knowledge of mankind muft deftroy 
.the pleafing iilufion^ and Ihew a world far 
different from . what the, imagination bfian 
innocent and benevolent heart had repre- 
fentedit. 

Such a difcovery is unavoidable. That 
there. ar,e vices and follies in the world muft 
be evident to all who are not quite ftrangers 
to it; and there can be no dependance on a 
favourable opinion founded on ignorancCj 
and which time muft deftroy. It is when 
this ignorance is difpelled (as it muft be) that 
the profpeflof the world is opened before us^ 
.and opinions are formed up6n!obfervation; 
and then the worft parts of it^ the confe- 
quences attending vice and folly, are ingc- 
: neral moft expofed to v^ew, while a greater 
. degree of attention and penetration is liecef- 
. . fary. 
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far/i to discover the humble excdtencCj and 
fecret influence of virtues to convince u^ 
that a£lions are often far different ftom what 
thej^ appear to be^ that our judgments of 
theto muft always be uncertain, and that 
therefore reafoa and juftice require us to be 
very diffident of them ; while candour teaches 
us to make every allowance which the cir- 
cumftances of the cafe (according to the bed 
view we are able to take) tan adMts and 
charity gladly chtriDies the hope that wt 
I might find reafon for many motie, if We were 

able to look into the hearts 

r 

But while we admire this candid and Ii« 
beral way of judging, which belongs to an 
enlarged mind ami a benevolent hearty we 
fliould at the. fame time be careful not to 
confound t^ with a falfe kind of benevolence^^ 
which foinetimeii affutnes the appearjemce of 

the 
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the true, and. tends to produce very perni- 
cious effeftsu This is, yfhtn /d&ks, not 
pcrfons, are made the objfefts of what' U 
called good-nature ; and pxcufes ar^ found 
for them,; (confidered in' themfelves) not for 
the perfonswhoare, or^appear to be, guilty 
of them.: 
* ' ' ' • 
. To juftify, or even palliate vice, is in- 
confiftei\t with truth, and beneath the dig- 
nity of virtue; and therefore can never 
belong to real candour, which is exercifed 
on the circumftances of the perfbn, not on 
the crime itfelf. 

It is by no mestns improbable,, that many 
may have fallen into errors of this kind with 
very good intentions, deceived by an ap- 
jjearance of indulgence towards others, which 
gratifies their good-nature; but fuch fhould 

remember. 
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• • • ■ • 

remember, that whatever tends to lefien the 
horror of vice> muft be a general injury to 
all mankind, for which no advantage to^ par-i 
ticular perfons can make amends; and per- 
haps few are fufficiently fenfible, how greatly 
the progrefs of vice is promoted by the foft- 
ening terms fo generally ufed in fpeaking of 
it, and the favourable light in which it is fo 
often reprefented. By fuch means the mind 
by degrees grows familiar with what it would 
have confidered as an objeQ: of deteftation, 
had' it been (hewn in its true colours; and 
none can fay how far the confeqiiences of 
this may extend. 

Others again are led into this, way of 
judging by their own intereft, and are glad 
to find excufe« for what they are confcious 
of in themfelves, and to fhelter their felf- 
indulgence under a pretence of indulgence 

D 2 towards 
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iQWaFfU etbersi, l\ if av<9 poffible tb«t ^f 
m^y iipppfe upon the^deives a$ well a« tHo 
worlds |)y Uii8 method of proceeding; ^4 
may pcirfuadie themfelves that the favoup^ 
able judgments thqr pronoynce oo tlifir 
neighbpurs^ are really thQ eSi^Qa of tr^Q 
benevolence. 

Self-Indulgence 13 not the oi^y bad eSeft 
vrhich u likely to follow from bene^$ for 
otheTi» vrho obferve their fentimenta and con<* 
duB» and are fenfible of the bad confequences 
they are likely to produce^ may from thenee 
be difpofed to riin into a contrary extreraCt 
and to believe that a fuperior regard to virtue 
is ihewn^ by being very fevere in their cen«- 
fures upon the condu6l of others, and coa« 
demning without mercy all thofe who appear 
to be in any degree blame-worthy. 

But 
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• titti It ftouW always b€ carefully obfervfea, 
tf atgirfeat t^ dlTcfiMiiiatmg €hara€(er of 
l*tl6 fttfifitour, by -wMdi k may be diftin- 
gttifbid fr^ehn iiR ft^Hb pretences^ that the 
teoiit^ by vhidfr it teacher Xxsia he iiiduk 
gent towards others, are fuch as caimot have 
that eflFeft when applied to ourfelves, if we 
ftotikl titer indulge ourfelves iti thofe faults 
lirhirft wt condtimn in othctf . 

We caltiiot fefe their hfearts, and know 
their niotivesj and k is vtrf poffible thart 
many an aftion whitft is geftcralljr con- 
demned, might, if all the circumftances were 
known, Appear to be featfy deferving of 
commendation. Perhaj)* they cdtilA exf)1ain 
it, arid tfeaif theftifelVes: ffoin tke blstixie 
thrown on them, but are reft rained frttta 
doing it by confidetarion for others ; at fome 
other good and charitable motive, which 

D 3 makes 
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mak^s them willingly fubmit to the cenfarc 
they might ^ivoid, and dare to do right, not 
only vi^ithout the fupport of that approji)atian 
which Jhould be the confequence of: itj but 
even when they know it yill expofe them to 
the contrary. 

■ .• • • ■ I 

Perhaps from real and unavoidable igno<p 
ranee of circumftances which are known tp 
us, they may have been induced to confider 
the matter in a very different light, and with 
very good intentions may have done what 
appears to us unjuftifiable. 

From fuoh confiderations as thefe, it will 
often ?ippear* that what would be a fault in 
our fituation and circumftances, is really far 
otherwife in thofe of others, or at leafl may 
be fo, . for ought we can poflibly kno^ to 
the contrary. 

But 
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But even where there is no room for any 

conwderations of this fort, and where we 

■ •-•'•■• . ' . 

c^XttlOt doubt that what we condeihn was 

reifllyafault, ftill the cafe is widely different 
bet^N^eert the faults of others, and our own.. 
Their error might proceed from ignorance, 
prejudice, mifapprehenfion, and many other 
caufes, whidh he who condemns it can never 
pliead • in his own excufe, ' if he fhould be 
guilty of the like. They may have been 
hutfied bri to a8: \rithbut refleftidn- but he 
whb- ' ^bferves and cenfures their conduS, 
canntk' pretend^ that this is the cafe with him. 
TheytiMiy not have been aware of the con- 
fequences which would attend their aftions ; 
but he who fees theiti, a:nd condemns the caufe 
of them, may furely be upon his guard 
againft it. After the greateft faults, and the 
longeft deviations from what is right, they 
may become fenfible of their errors, and re- 
form 
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fonn their lives ; but he who dares; wilfully 
to indulge himfelf even iin the fmalleft fliUtj 
with a view tp this> will fiiid hi^ talk be^i^aoio 
^oatinually more and more difficulty aM h^ 
little, reaibn to expe£l that he fiiall ^v€^ ac^ 
compliih it. 

Thus reafoa aAdjuAiee te^h m \Q> h^- ^m^ 
did, by fliewing us hQ>w v^vf mAtniiwb owr 
judgments oo. the s^£tions of o^^s muft i^l- 
way^ be; and how many cifCunMlsitK^^^^ W^ 
which we cam^iot poifibly be fully acqus^nl^^ 
may contribute to alleviate their £ai|l^jt]iiwg9^ 
they cannoi; have that e:0e^ in regard %& Qur 
own. Th^y ttf^h u$ to^ cheick t^ putde 
which would decide upon every tMQgf and 
exalt ourfelv-es ajt the ^xpence of othess; to 
be fei^ble that there are many things of 
which we cannot judgj5; and that Ae fft^left 
deviation from what is rig^t^ is iln^X1^Jl|^albJk^ 

in 
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ht oitxfrlves, though the grealeft (for ought 
we know) may ddmit of ttMty excufe$ in 
the cafe of others. 

But true charity goes farther ftilK It 
ihews us in all manlditd our brethren and 
fellow-creatures, for whom we fiiould be 
truly and aflPeftionately iitterefted. It teaches 
us to grieve for their faults, as well as for 
their fuSerings ; an4 fincerely and ^arneftly 
to wifli their wel£atrC| and endeavour 10 pro- 
mote it» 



He who fees the faults of others with 
real' concern, w^l riot be inclined to ag^ 
gravaie them, noiP can he delight to dwell 
upon riiein. 

He who enj6ys stH the good he fees, will 
naturatUfy wiii tso fee alt in the moft fa* 

vourable 
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vourable light, and that ivijh will contribute 
greatly to enable hinx todo fo. It will ex« 
tend even to thofe by whoie faults he it 
himfelf a fufFerer; far from being defirous 
of reyetige, he. will grieve .for. the offender, 
in this cafe a& in evety other, and endea^ 
vour by the. gentleft mdai\s to bring him 
back to what is right. 

Our paEfliQn$ may dpiK>fe yrhat; reafon. and 
judgment approve:; an^ without, being able 
to filence them, may yet often prove too 
ftrong for them: but that charity which reli- 
gion infpires; muft be firmly rooted in the 
hearty It exalts the affeftions to the higheft 
qbjeft^andfubdues.the e^^cefs of paflion by 
nobler and ftronger inclinations. It extends 
its influence over the whole charafter, and 
is exprefTed in the moft trifling converfation, 
.a§ well as in the moft important aftions. It 

is 



ON CANDOUR. 43 

is the fource of all thofe difpofitions which 
are molt amiable and pleafing in fociety, 
which contribute mod to the h^pinefs of 
ourfelves and others here, and which will 
make us infinitely happy hereafter. 



I ' 




ON THE 



ADVANTAGES 



O F 



AFFLICTION 



YT is the advice of tlie Wife Man, ^' In 
^ the day of adverfity confiieri* and it 
may well be reckoned one of the advantages 
attending on the affli&ions we meet with in 
this life, that thev call off our attention from 
the too eager purfuit of bufinefs or pleafure, 
and force us for a time to turn our thoughts 
another way. When the difappointment of 

fome 
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fomc hope we eagerly purfued, or the lofs of 
fome bleffing we highly valued, has deeply 
unprefied upon our mind the fenfe of our 
own weaknefs, and of the uncertainty of 
every earthly joy; then furely the impor- 
tance of fome never-failing fupport, fome 
durable felicity, muft ftrike us in the ftrongeft 
light. Then, if ever, it behoves us to look 
into our hearts, to recal them from thofe 
tranfitory pleafures to which they were too 
much attached, and endeavour to fix them 
on hopes which are not liable to difappoint- 
ment, and joys which nothing in this world 
can take away; and to difcover and piirfue 
thofe means by which we may obtain a ra- 
tional and well-grounded enjoyment of fuch 
hopes, and be prepared for fuch felicity. 

Thofe who enjoy a large portion of the 
good things of this life, will often find it very 

difficult 
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difficult to avoid growing too much attached 
to thein> and (at Icaft in fome degree) inat- 
tentive^ perhaps even indifferent, in regard 
to another. To fuch, it is evident, the ftrokc 
which, calls them back, however levere it* 
may be, is indeed a bleffing, if received as 
it ought to be. But thofe who are placed 
in a. different fituatioh, may fometimes fland 
no lefs in need of fuch a monitor ; their plea- 
fares being fewer, they may learn to fet a 
higher value upon them; and feeling conti- 
nually the want of ccnnfort and fupport, they 
may be apt to reft too much on fuch as are 
afforded them, and forget where alone they 
muft feek for true and lafting, comfort. 

« 
Prefent objefts make a ftrong impreffion; 

and even thof(% who appear to have the leaft 

reafon to be attached to this world, may yet 

Hand in need of fome powerful call to awaken 

their 
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their attention^ and mfe tfaeir thoughts to a' 
better. But no affliClion can have this efFe6t^ 
if we inunediately fly to pleafure and diflL^ 
pation^ and endeavour by fuch . means to 
drive it from our thoughts^ and render our^ 
felves infenfible to it. This method may 
perhaps iticceed in fome degree^ or appear to 
do fo» for a time ; but the affli£tion muft be 
triflings or the difpofition little inclined to 
feeU if fuch methods can deftroy the impref* 
fion it has made. Where the heart has re^* 
ceived a real wound, it can never be healed 
in this way; it will bleed afrefh in every 
foliury moment, and in fpite of all our en*- 
deavours to take off our attention, it will tell 
us in {ecret that this is not the comfort which 
it wants; and thus the forrow will remain in 
its full force, but without the advantages 
which might be derived from it. 



If 
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If death lias 'fnatched away an afFeftionate 
and virtuous friend^ how unworthy muft they 
have ticen of fuch a bkffing^ who can really 
drive'away the remembrance of it, and find 
comfdn jfor fu(th a lofs in the thoughtlefs 
hurry of trifling attiufements ? Yet thofe 
who abandQU themfelves to a hopelefs for- 
rowj who cherifli their affliftion, and fullenly 
rejeft air comfort, will run into an extreme 
no lefs ' dangerous, and deftruftive of every 
good and ufeful end which affliQion was de- 
figned to anfwen 

Let us then endeavour to feek better re- 
fources, and arm- oiirfelves with more firm 
and lafting comforts. 

Whenever it pleafes God to deprive us of 
a pious and valuable friend, we may ealily 
fuppofe it is not only for the advantage of 

Vol. II. E the 
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tbe deceafed^ but for ours alfo; fince evfciy 
affli£lion that happens to us may certtinlyt 
if rightly ufed, be ccmducivQ to. our <jternal 
falvation. Let us humble Durfelvos unddr 
the aflSyiding hand of the Almighty j bttt ki 
not affli&ion make us forget his fiierd^s. l^ti 
us thank Him for the bleffings we faaVe eti*-^ 
joyed ( and let us alfo thank Him for.taa^tig 
our affliflions the means .of recdltng )us to 
Himfelf>, when our afFe6tions were tdo A^l to 
wander from Him> who is the giver of eJvery 
good we can enjoy or hope for* To Hipi 
let us pour forth all our forrows with filial 
confidenee^ and beg that aififtance and com- 
fort which can -never fail» and wiH n^vcr be 
denied to thofe who fincerely feek for ihttnu 
Let us acknowledge our own blindnefs and 
weaknefs> and fincerely i^cfign our will tt>;his> 
even in the moft pdinful facHfices, with the 
fnlleft conviftion, not only of that wifiiom 

and 
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and power which fFrefide over the tinivcrfe, 
))at alfo of ihat mercy ami goodnefs by 
vdxidi even the mimiteft txmcerns of our 
Tfwn lives are dimfted^ and ivhich would per^ 
nrft mo aflbdion to come apon m$ hnt for our 
giieaier good. 

LcLcvay blvffing we are deprived of im 
tin^ life, ferve to raife our affe€tic»is to a 
bedber, where «iU cmr joys will be penna* 
tiem^ ^ndtetern^ty fictvure^ wheie not only 
heavenly joys are laid up in ftore ibr us^ 
but even our deareft t&rthiy na-esfones will 
be reftored to us j and where we may hope 
ibot we iiiall again enjoy dveih^ without 
any of thosEe iears and forrows> thofe weak* 
ncGfes and imp^fe&icms, wlikh 3n this life 
wili throw a damp over even our bigheft 
pleafures. 

E a tet 
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Let us not then endeavour to calm our 
forrow for our departed friends, by driving 
them from our remembrance. To thofe who 
felt a real and ardent affedion, the eflPort 
would be vain^ nor can we fuppofe it the 
defign of Providence that we fhould do fo. 
Such ftrokes are given to force us to refleft: 
and friends removed to a far more exalted 
ftate, if we think of them sis we ought, niay 
be the moil affeding monitors imaginable^ 
and their remembrance may prove a moft 
powerful incitement to every thing that is 
truly good and worthy. 

The opinion that friehdfhip lives beyond 
the grave/ i$ moft foothing to the aSlided 
mind; and both r^afon and fcripture feem 
to countenance it. The thought that fomc 
fort of intercourfe may be ftill permitted; 
and that while we continue in this imperfeft 

ftate 
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Ilate>; it is poffible that they may be allowed 
to minifter to us for good by means unknown 
to us^'is pleafing; and as we have no afTu- 
ranee of the contrary, it is hardly poflible to 
avoid indulging it. 

This indulgence, if kept within due bounds, 
is furely innocent, and may even be made 
lifeful tous; but then we fhould remember, 
that friendfhip in fuch beings muft be free 
from all thofe weaknefles with which, even 
in the • bed, it will be attended in this im- 
perfeft ftate; Though the fame affeftions 
may ftill remain, they muft be exalted and 
refined beyond what we can at prefent form 
any idea of: they may ftill be watchmg over 
us with an affe£lionate and anxious concern, 
ftill tenderly felicitous for our real welfare, 
and rejoicing at every advance we make 
in piety and goodnefs : but enlightened by 

E 3 a clearer 
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adcam ahdiaorrcxtciifiveTiMt of t&ingSt 
they GUI no longer gneve far firfbling^ 
wkich irill piove blefliDgs ia die endy of fci*^ 
joke in profipftntf, vhich ciqpo£tsiis to daiw 
gerous trials. 

Let ua coniidcF virat Cuicb a friend would 
fay^ if he G«mld {peak ta us nei^* Ubw 
goody hem pious^ would he wifi» us to bit 
Hi>w iriflinf would he think the pvrfmt^ 
which akre apt to engage fo nuth of oar $x*^ 
tention! How poweirMily would he preack 
ta us the vaniiy of all terrefttial ^mjfOfxuship 
and with what ardour would ke excite ut la 
exert every faculty of oat iboli^ in enddsa^ 
Youring to fit ourfelve& for thofit joys oi^ 
which time and death can have no power ( 
If he could feel a pain amidft the hs^mt& 
^m which he i» placed^ would it nd griietv 
khn to £ee us indulging our afflifiion for hist 

lpfs^> 
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Msi ^t uny ^chtf t* paffion) fo for lU to make 
Mi^ Iti^ydegyeGj tiegligeiit m our duty^ and 
forgetful df that OaD who haft beftowod 
fuch jojns dn hiivij and has reftrvtd the fame 
in ftott f6r us if we do not forfeit our title to 

them by our own fkult f 

'. . '■■( 

If tvi;r we wiflied to give proofs of our 
afeftien to ouf (riend^ and de(h;e ti» con- 
tribntef M his bftj^inefs, let nt rtriK^ihbeir^ 
that the iituXy way in which we can do thisj 
is ui llvd M if€ are fdre he would wiftt u« 
to dto^ tf be were ftill a witnefs 4f ouir 
edndtt&i ind fcfr ought we know h^ itiay 
be lb; By thefe fnedflft our f^metihirane^ &f 
bina, far frbdi ftc^ng ui iii ^ur coUrfti will 
jproV« am incitement to evihry virtue ; and the 
ftnlk e^ present fdrrdw will raife tU^ mmi 
ta futore joy> and add new vigotrt^^ t# aU 
our efforts in the attainment of it. 

Fortitude 
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Fortitude does not confift in being infen-^ 
iible to the affli6Uons which come upon u« 
in thb world ; but he who> when his heart 
is pierced with forrow^ cam ftill love his 
God with unabated fervour^ and fubmit 
with entire refignation to his will; — ^who can 
ftruggle with his affliQion, and refolutely 
perfift in a conftant endeavour to perform all 
the duties of his (tation ; — ^that man a6b with 
real fortitude; and when the time iball corner 
that all his trials are drawing towards a con- 
clufion; when from the brink of the grave 
he looks back on the various fcenes of his 
pad life ; thofe feafons of affli6ion^ which 
once appeared fo fevere^ will then be what 
he can recoUeQ with the greateft fatisfa6Uon ; 
and the remembrance of them wiU afford 
liim folid confolation^ when all the little 
pleafures of this world are vaniflied and 
forgotten. 

May 
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May thefe thoughts be deeply imprinted 
on my heart! May every affliftion be je- 
ceived as it ought to be, and thenil will in 
the end prove a blefling! 
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T N tJic day t of health and eafc, in the hurrjr 
of btifinefs and ptealtire^ our thoughts are 
eftoit carried away from thofe obje€is which 
ought chiefly to citiploy them; and it may 
^require fome effort to call them off from the 
{4^a0ng allurements of prefent objeds^ to 
others which appear to be placed at a dif- 
lance; though fuch thoughts might give a 
ftf higher relifh to every innocent pleafurc^ 
tftn at the prefent hour. 

Happy 
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Happy indeed arc they, whofe prefent 
pleafures are fo enjoyed as to hc^ made the 
means of obtaining everlafting happinefs! — 
But when a change of circumftances affords 
more leifure for refleftion ; when b^ fick- 
nefs, affliftion, or any other caufe, the plea- 
fures and purfuits of life are interrupted; 
thefe excufes can no longer be pleaded: and 
far be it ever from thofe who by fucli means 
are in any degree feparated from th^ world, 
to judge unfavourably of thofe who are niore 
engaged in it, or value themfelves upon afi 
opinion that they have attained an higher 
degree of excellence. Their fituations are 
widely different, and much may be faid to 
excufe the errors of the thoughtlefs and dif- 
fipated, to which the others could have no 
claim if they fhould ever fall into the like. 
Let them rather examine the ftate of their 
own minds, and obferve whether pain does 

not 
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not too often produce the fame bad effeft 
with pleafure ; and whether they do not fufFer 
their thoughts to be too much engaged by 
pirefent evils, inilead of railing them to what 
may afford the beft of comforts, and the 
brighteft hopes* 

It feems ftraiige that it (hould fo^ difficult 
to do this ; yet alt who have been in fuch 
fituations muft probably at fome time have 
found it fo, and felt themfelves inclined to 
dwell on every painful circumftance, though 
they can only aggravate them by doing fo, 
and have no temptation of pleafure to plead 
in their excufe, for they well know that 
fuch thoughts can only give them pain. But 
here vi^e alledge that our thoughts are not 
under our command ;«-*and it is very certain 
that they are not entirely fo, efpecially when 
the fpirits are depreffed, and the mind lefs 

capable 



€t ON THE PLEASURES 

capable of exertion than at <i(her iinms^ 
Yet even on fock occafiims^ if fomeching w« 
truly valued were pn^ofitd as the ofcged <if 
ourpurfuit; if we couki expref^ our ^tuitH 
tude to fome kind bendador^ oi' <mt aflSsc** 
tion to fome much-loved friendi we jfaouid 
be difpofed to exert ourfelves, and, however 
Iktte our power might bQ» our iboughti would 
be ftill entgftged] we (bould be defiroua of 
doing all we ccHild, and regret that we could 
do no more: for where our afFe&ions am 
truly fixpd^ our thoughts and our efibrt^ will 
be employed, 

How many^ by fuch oe>njiderations« have 
been rendered fuperipr to fufierings, though 
not le£i fenfibie of them than olhersf Some>-. 
thing which engages our afiieftions niore 
ftrongly than prefent ea& or pleaiure, can 
make us willing to facrifice them ; ami what^ 

evtr 
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tfintqi^ ^hf^yz do timt^ w9uM be « t^mfi^tr 
Ailing {uppon uDder die lof$ of ihem; wd 
juchate the oowfoits wbif^ Religion ofibrst 
^c loye of ftn AWrgra«ious FtUierir*-tte 
lundto£s of an Infoike 3eii^&3:Qr>~^he fup4. 
port of«n Almighty Friend!. Htm our beft 
dib£Uotts may be ftir i^ver ^x^rcifedj and for 
trwr iatisfied; aii4 ^i^ ^^ ^Kei^ife of our 
heft .affeJ^oQK^ miift all <mr happincis d«^ 
IsikI: for viiat is happinefs hut che enjo}ri» 
mentof oiur viftes^ that i3 to fay» af this 
objcfis of our affe&ioas ? 

But prrfcd happint^ is not the lot of this 
life. To be eonftazitly advasteing towards it^ 
contimtaJIy aiming at k^ aad continually fuG-- 
cefsful in that aim^ is the utmi:^ we caa 
hope for here: and this we may enjoy in 
every fituation of lije^ when our afFed:ions are 

placed OQ the Highefi Ohjed: but we can 

nevef 
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never enjoy it conftantly or. fcGurely^ while 
they are fixed on any other. Are we aC- 
Aided ? Our greateft joy remains. Are we 
difappointed ? Our deareft hope cannot be 
taken away. Are we wounded by unkind- 
nefs ? Our Beft Friend will comfort nos. Are 
we opprefled by pain and difficulties ? Our 
Almighty ' Helper will fupport us. Are . our 
good intentions mifreprefented) and our beft 
a£iions mifinterpreted ? H £ who fees the heart 
will do us juftice. Are we negle&ed and for** 
faken by the world? He who made and rules 
the world is ready to receive us, and never 
will forfake us. Is every forrow heaped upon 
us, and every earthly cpmfort fnatched away ? 
The beft of comforts yet remainis, and an eter- 
nity of happinefs awaits us. 

How happy muft be the Situation of a ra- 
tional creature, exerting all his powers for 

the 
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the beft and nobleft purpofes, performing all 
the duties of his ftation> and making con^ 
tinual advances towards the perfection of his 
nature; depending with humble confidence 
on the divine affiftance to fuj^ort his weak^ 
n^s^ and conftantly and fincerdy endeavour-r 
ing to do the will of his Heavenly Father; 
who watches over him with far more than 
fatherly affe£kion»^--<-who orders all events as 
Ihall be really beft for him^ — accepts his en-. 
deavours,-^f(Mrgives his imperfeflions^ — and 
leads him through ^1 the various paths of 
life to eyerlafting happinefsl 

How delightful is the thought^ that we are 
indeed the objefts of h i s love and favour; 
that all events which can befall us may be 
made the means of good; that we may fly 
to HIM as to a tender and faithful friend* in 
all our forrows^ in all our trialsj^ and be cer- 

Vou II. F ^ai^ 
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talln of chat comfort and affiftaMce of iriiicH 
w€ ftand m need I 

This forely is HappiMfs: and thin m»f ht 
enjoyed m ^eiy 6tfHitk>n m nfeidi vre can be 
placed in this world, Idt it is totally it^d^en^ 
dent on outward ciTtumftancc^. AH diat 
the world moti vsAiies can never beAow it^ 
nor afford tmt and IsAing htulkiSi&a Mfiih^ 
out it $ nor can the greateft afiKdaoM evet 
take it awa<y« If thcAj in the time of f<oa« 
fure and fu^c€i&i we fedl that fomething ftill 
is wanting to compleat am hApplMk^ and 
find our enjoyments difturbed by the dread 
of lofing thtm $ Or if in thetimeofafiKflion 
we are ready to fink beneath onr hurden; 
when we are Inclined to be diffs^isfied or 4e- 
jtffted ; inftead df giving Way lo fticb dHpO^ 
fitions^l^ 116 Ihifik Of the baj^ineft of the 
ftate ire have hith defdribiifg, aifd afll i^t^^ 

fe)vcs, 
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feivesi if fuch be really the picture of our 
fituation? If it be^ our pleafures may be 
enjoyed without anxiety; and in the midft 
of every trial, we may fay with confidence, 
^ Yet will I rejoice in the Lo rd, I will joy in 
the Gob of my Salvation;" and fuch joy no 
'' man taketh fr<Hn you/' Afflidion may ht 
£dt*— hwnan weakneOs may overcloud our joy 
for a time; but they cftimot deftroy it;«*-fu« 
perior to them all, it will conftantly overba- 
lance^ luid in the end entirely conquer them. 

But if this be not our fituation, then let 
li« aik ourfelves why it is not fo ? For this 
happinefs, great as it is, may certainly be at- 
tained by all. If then we do not enjoy it» 
what is the hindrance ? — It is vain to plead 
the Weaknefs and imperfedion of our nature; 
for moire than b in our power will never be 
required. By doii^g the beft we can, we may 

F 2 fecure 
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fecurc the favour of our GOD; our weak- 
nefs will be affifted^ and our imperfe^ons 
never laid to our charge. 

Does the remembrance of our paft faults / 
deprive us of our happinefs ? It need not do 
fO| lince through the merits of an All-gracious^ 
Redeemer^ the greateft will be forgiven,, if we 
lepent and forfake them. 

Does the fenfe of our prefent imperfe£tion, 
and the confcioufnefs of faults which we 
ifirequently fall into, prevent our enjoying it? 
Let us lay our hand upon our heart, and 
candidly examine whether it be, or be not, in 
our power to remedy that imperfe6tion, and • 
avoid thofe faults? If it be, let us iiiimedi- 
ately and refolutely fet about a work of the 
utmoft confequence to our prefent and future 
pcace;-rfor certainly, if we can wilfully of- 
fend 
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fend our Maker even in the fmalleft inftance^ 
qr negleft any means of expreffing our love 
and gratitude to Him^ thofe fentiments are 
not felt by us as they ought to be, nor can 
they produce the happinefs we aim at. If 
this be not in our power, yet if we really 
^d fincerely exert our utmoft endeavours, 
then what we lament is mere human weak- 
nefs, the fenfe of which fiiould never deftroy 
our peace; for what we could not avoid, will 
never be imputed as a fault ; and involuntary 
errors and imperfeftions need not deprive 
us of our confidence and hope : but then we 
muft be fure that they are involuntary. 

And here indeed doubts may arife, to 

which even the beft muft often be liable, in 

this imperfe6t ftate; for it is by no means 

fufficient that we do not offend deliberately, 

and with the free confent of the will. If we 

F 3 find 
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find ourfelves continually falling into the 
fame faults^ however little they may appear 
in themfelves^ this certainty gives reafon to 
fufpe£l fome inclination ftill prevailing in 
our hearts^ contrary ta that which ought to 
be the leading principle of every a£kion ; and 
fuch an apprehenfion ought indeed to awaken 
our attention, and engage us to exert our 
utmoft diligence to trace the caufe of foch 
faults^ and fincerely endeavour to root it out, 
whatever pain the facrifice may coft us: for 
we fliall by no means form a juft eftimate of 
our ftate, if we judge of it only from our fen- 
timents in the hours of folitude and reflec- 
tion. The unguarded moment mull alfo be 
taken into the account^ and may often afibrd 
a much clearer infight into the hearty too apt 
in many ways to impofe upon us, and lead us 
to form a partial opinion of our own difpofi- 
tion and condud:. 
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jBui lihou^ fudi dodits a$ didb flioukl 
ktih&i excite our ca^e and atteaDtioii;^ 'and 
mf jo&ea ^give pain evctfi to thofe wiiofe in- 
Mtttiantf are finccrely good, ytt ftiU tjbejr 
OMgbt jMC to deftroy ijieir bappiiiefs; for it 
fliQuld aivcay s be ^temeaibtted, diait the thing 
jiCiqnired in order to that hap^uiefs is, to do 
ihe heft we can, which certainly is always m 
dur power of jrycry one. 

This confideration can nfFord no comfort 
4pthofeirhoicnowingly^X€ous:a^ diesofelves 
in BSK^ thing wrong, or wbo negled to^eyert 
their eadeairoucs to conqwar their w^aknefs, 
tnd is&pr^re their powers* fiut it is com«- 
isHtable indeed to tho& who £ncereLy wifii 
and «tidea!vour to do their duty, but who are 
diTcouraged by afeofe of their imperfefiicMis, 
aiKl i£i%ofed to carry to exce& thole doubts 
wdiiciiiaa^rcirtain^degree ave tbe^ncceffiuy 

confequence 
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confequence of the frailty of human nature^ 
and which are often increafed by difpofition^ 
in themfelves truly laudable ; fuch as> humi- 
lity^ caution^ an earned defire of perfedion^ 
and very exalted ideas of it. Thofe whofe 
notions of excellence are not raifed very high^ 
are generally eafily fatisfied with.their attain-* 
mentSj^and often proud of fuch things as 
would to others appear fubje3s for humilia- 
tion and diftruft of themfelves. 

f^ The humble and ^ncere Chriftian may 
rejoice in the thought^ that the enjoynient of 
the beft of bleflingSj the favour of God, and 

. everlafting happinefs^ is in his power, and 

I never can be forfeited but by his own fault. 

' A diffidence of ourfelves is indeed natural 
and reafonable, when we refle6t on our.paft 
faults, our prefent weaknefs and imperfec- 
tionj and the exalted purity at which we aim; 

i':. but 
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but thifl^ while it checks every vain and pre- 
fumptuous thought^ and teaches us attention 
and humility, Ihould yet never dlfcourage 
our hopes, or deprive us of our peace of 
mind. It is the fincere endeavour that is 
required, and will be afiifted and accepted, 
and that is in the power of every one, in 

» 

every moment of his life. Whatever is paft, 
he may now form a good refolution, exert 
his efforts, and enjoy the happinefs at which 
he aims: and this is a happinefs peculiar to 
Religion alone* 

Thofe who fpeak of virtue as its own re- 
wardi and dwell on the thought of the heart- 
felt fatisfa£Uon it muft afford, generally re- 
prefent to their imagination fome exalted 
inftance of it ; they paint to themfelves fome 
extraor4inary exertion of generofity, benevo- 
Ience> Sec. fome hero who has facrificed every 

felfifh 
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felfifli confiderauon to the nohlek motiTM, 
and exults in the ihoughu of his tiiuflipb^ 
or fome iUuftrkms benefaiSior^ by whom Jiiim<- 
\kt$ have been made hiq|»py» aad wbp enjojo 
the happificfs of the^ all. If thty defceaid 
to private life> ftill they take the mdnient of 
iame fucoefsftil exertion qf virtue — fotoe «U£- 
tref$ relieved^ fome good beftoved ; fomc^ 
ihiBg, in tfibort^ vrhich ihe heart feek^ and 
which the heart, that is fiot kkflr^to eveiy 
generous and exalted ktAimcnU nuift fed 
with delight. 

Thefe are pleafures indeed;^ and. tbofe who 
Ilncerely feek for them, will proibably cnjof 
nmch more of them than they mig^ oihcx^ 
wife have imagined ; but even {iich wiU find 
ijbat roacy q£ sbck pleafures are placaed ibc- 
yond their reacbj and that they caoixit by 
^xif he ^onfianiLy enjoyed. 

To 
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To4o greait aGtions istkelotoffew; and 
tfi conMAon ikh^ di&ppoiDtinents oAea «t*^ 
t€iid the teft endesvours. Poverty^ fickAc£(» 
OFafflidion^ dieck the ii»olt a^ire fymts^^wxd 
confine their pp^r«rs ; or even ^eiie this is 
Dot die cafe^ ftill thofe pleafing fucce£ifid 
kiAances <3f viitae miift depead on circuit* 
ftances -which Wmnan power is naahle to ooH^ 
iMnd ; and ihei«fope« ^onfidercd merely ia 
th^m(elve#> thoy cannot afford a oanAant^ 
and never-J&iling fimpce of happinefs. 

A great part of i^ li^^^es «Tcn of the heft 
of men mull be Ipesnt in aftions whkh xib noc 
afford pleafure^ of that fort.; and thou^ the 
delight which attends them is certainly a 
fentimi^nt implanted ibr wHe and graqious 
purpofes, yet fomething more is -neceffary to 
furnifh a happinefs which may be enjoyed at 
all times^ and in alt (ituations. - 

Thofe 
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Thofe who have pafled many days, tod 
perhaps years> in conftant and tedious fuffer-* 
ings ; who by difeafe, the lofs of any of their 
laculriesj or any other caufe, are rendered a 
burden to their friends; or perhaps are re-* 
duced to a ftate of folitude, and are not fo 
happy to have any friends about them ; whofe 
utiholl efforts canfeldom attain to any thing 
farther than UJfcning the trouble they mud 
give to others^ and fubmitting with patience 
to the lot affigned them ; fuch perfons will 
not often find reafon for that exultation of 
mind, which attends on a£iive and fuccefsful 
virtue; but on the contrary, finding how litde 
is the utmoft they can do, they will be more 
inclined to be diflatisfied with themfelves, and 
hardly able to reconcile themfelves to a life 
fh appearance of ^ little ufe. 

f ■ 

Thofe wh9 from: ^c unhappinefs of their 

circum* 



OF RELIGION. 77 

circumftances and fituations are obliged con- 
tinually tofuffer from the faults of others ^^ 
whofe endeavours to pleafe are attended with 
conftant mortifications and difappointmentsix 
and who, by the daily facrifice of their own 
inclinations^ can do nothing more than leflen 
evils which they are unable to prevent or 
cure; — ^far from feeling the triumph of virtue, 
*^will often be obliged to fubmit to the fuf- 
ferings which Ihould attend only on- the con* 
trary; and finding their endeavours unjuc* 
cefsful, and their condud frequently blamed, 
may be led to doubt whether they have not 
in feme way given occafion to the humiliar 
tions which they fuflFer; and being unable to 
fatisfy others, may find it difficult to be fatis- 
' fied with themfelves. 

Even thofe who are placed in fituations 
by no means fo painful and difcouxaging as 

thefe. 
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thttfc^ mi liTho meet iirHk midch ooore fteqiieiit 
oppoitiinides of .eii|Oymg the fatisfadion eS 
fuccefsful virtue^ Hmft yet fpend a great part 
of their lives in fuch a&ione as do not give 
oGcafion to it; but vhidi» confideted mercJiy 
in themfelves^ would appear little saore than 
kidifierent^ and often t^ous and infipid* 

The little cotnplitnces which duty and ci« 
vility continually require^ the employments 
of domeftic life> and numberlefs other things 
which muft take up a confiderable part of the 
Kfe of every one, and the omiffioh of which 
would be highly improper and even blamcw 
able> can yet affdtd nothing of that hearts 
felt exultation which is fuppofed to be the 
attendant of virtue; and which certainly 
does attend it on manv occafions, even where 
lathing further vraa confideted than the pre- 
^t fatisfa6):ion. 

But 
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Bm Iteligiofi^ by exalting our hopes and 
eibits to the hfghefl objeft, fornifhes a new 
motive for adion^ which may extend its in- 
fluence over every moment of oar lives ; it 
ieaehe» us to exalt the nioft trifling adions 
mio exertioM of Virtue ; and to findj in the 
employments ol every hoor, the means of 
improvement in thofe heavenly difpofitions 
which are neceffary to our happinefs both 
hete and hereafter. 

The tedious hours of fufSsring afford con^ 
tliAual oppcntunities for the exercife of an 
affic&fonate and filial refignation. He who 
owns a Father^s hand in every trials far from 
complaining that he is rendered ufelefs to 
the worldj and deprived of the fatisfa6lion 
he might have enjoyed in beftowing happU 
nefs« wil) be convinced that his fitUayon is 
fuch as is really bed for him; and fubmitting 

patiently 
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patiently to all the humiliations vhich attend 
it^ will find« in every pleafure toft^ an occa- 
Hon to exercife the nobleft fentiments, 

Thofe who are difcouraged by mortifica^ 
tions and difappointments^ fliQuld confider 
forwhofe fake they ad; anddire£lingall their 
efforts to pleafe Him who neVer will rejeft 
them^ will feel a ftrength of mind which no-r 
thing in this world could infpire ; will bear for 
his fake whatever fufferings they may meet 
with from others; and refolutely perfevere in 
the path of duty» though attended with no 
apparent pleafure or fuccefs. They will 
look up to heaven with humble^ yet cheerful 
confidence^ and remember that their talk k 
affigned by Him^ who only knows what ^riaU 
arc neceffary to improve and confirm theif 
virtues J and that while they dq their bel^ 
they ^r^e fure to h^ acceptc4» 

The 
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The fame difpofitiqn will extend its influ* 
ence ov^r all thof^^ ^6liQns which are generally 
confidered ^s m^tteFs of indifference^ or of 
fmsj) importance; things which are performed 
of courfe, and without any particular fatisfac-^ 
tian, or are omitted without confideration of 
their confequences. The employments of 
evtTy day and every hour, which are often 
more influenced by habit than by refleftion, 
even when they are fuch as ought by no 
means to be neglefled; the duties of our call* 
ing; the care of families; the little compli- 
ances which are required in fociety; the 
attentions of civility; every thing, in fliprt, 
which it is right to do even on the moft tri- 
fling occafions, fliouW be done from the fame 
principle which infpires the moft exalted in- 
ftances of virtue^ direfted to the fame end, 
and win than be attended with a fatisfaflion 
of the fajdie kind. 

Vo^, II. G He 
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He who would be ready to refign Kis tife, 
if his duty required the facrifice^ will from 
the fame motive refign his indulgences^ his 
pleafures^ his inclinations^ his vanity— every 
thing great or fmall, which the duty of his 
fituation^ and the prefent time^ demand from 
bim ; and the dulleft hours he is ever obliged 
to pafs^ will be animated by the fame fpirit 
which is exerted in the moft pleating and' 
a£kive virtues. In all he will do his beft^ he 
will endeavour to conform to the will of his 
Heavenly Father^ and exprefs his love and 
gratitude to Him : and thus^ in all^ the moft 
exalted fentiments will be exercifed and en-» 
joyed^ the nobleft efforts will be exerted, 
and the fuccefs be fecure. 

If then we find ourfelves weary of the em- 
ployment in which we are engaged^ or feel 
the time hang heavy on our hands; let us 

confider 
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confider whether we can employ ourfelves in 
any thing better ? If we can^ let us embrace 
the opportunity, and be happy. If we can- 
not; if fome dull and tedious way of fpend* 
ing our time^ or merely patient and filent 
fufFering, be what our prefent duty requires, 
(as muft frequently be the cafe in the lives 
of all) then let us confider^ that by fubmitting 
to it cheerfully, we do the beft we can, and in 
fo doing are always certain of the divine fa^ 
vour and acceptance ; the gloom is difpeiled ; 
the time which before appeared almoft a 
blank in life, now opens a wide field for the 
exercife of virtue ; its pleafures are felt, and 
its hopes enjoyed. 



'\ 



Thus may the humble Chriftian, whofe 
circumftances and abilities are moft confined, 
and who has the feweft opportunities for the 
exercife of aftive virtue, ftill enjoy the hap- 

G 2 pinef3 
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pinefs which attends it ; for to fuch^ that hajH 
pinefs depends not on the fituation in which 
he is placed^ but on the fentiments of the 
heart ; he performs the taik affigned to him^ 
whatever that taik may be^ with the fame 
views^ and with the fame alacrity; not re^ 
pining that he cannot choofe his part^ but 
endeavouring to improve to the utmoft that 
which is allotted for him^ and to cultivate by 
continual exertion, in every different fitua<. 
ation in life, thofe difpo&tions which may 
recommend him to the favour of his Maker^ 
and fit him for that happinefs which is the 
objeQ of his hopes. 

When by ficknefs, affli£tions, or any other 
caufe, our fpirits are deprelTed; when the 
mortifications of fociety, the difappointment 
of our purfuits, and the little fatisfadion to 
be met with in earthly pleafures> incline us 

to 



I 
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to be weary of the world; let us take a view 
of it in another light, and confider it as what 
it certainly may be — the road to happinefs^ 
the profpe£t is changed at once, and the mpft 
painful life appears truly defirable. 

We complain of the lofs of fome pleafure 
which we valued; but if all were taken away^ 
that which alone can make this life truly valu* 
able would yet remain, and we fliould ftili 
have reafon to receive the gift with thankful- 
tiefs, and purfue our courfe with joy. 

Let us but paufe a moment, and Confider 
what it is to be able to fay to ourfelves- — 
*' I Ihall be happy, perfeftly and unchange- 
5« ably happy, through eternity!" 

We cannot indeed fay this pofitively, while 
we continue in our ftate of trial ; but this we 

G 3 can 
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canfay^ — ''I may be fo; — ^it is in my power 
to be fo;" not indeed from a dependance on 
our own ftrength^ or a confidence in our own 
merits; but the ftrength of Almighty Goo 
is ready to aflift our weaknefs^ and the me- 
rits of our BleiTed Saviour to atone for our 
imperfe£iions : — ^and thefe we may obtain: 
for of thefe a voice from heaven aflures us^ 
^* Afk, and ye (hall receive; feek, and ye 
'' fliall find." 




ON 
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GRATITUDE. 



/^F all the fentiments of the heart, there 
^"^^ is hardly any which appears to be more 
natural and univerfal than Gratitude. One 
might, indeed, be almoft inclined to fuppofe 
it the eSe6t of inftin6t, rather than of reafon^ 
fince we fee fuch ftrong appearances of it 
even in brutes. Wherever nature is not per- 
-verted, gratitude feems to follow kindnefsj 
as the e£Fe6t follows the caufe in any other 
ipftance. But amongft the refinements of 

polifhed 
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poliihed life, the voice of nature is often 

« 

fupprefled; and under the fhelter of artificial 
manners^ the felfilh paffions are indulged 
to excefs. 

Politenefs^ the expreffion of a delicate mind 
and a benevolent hearty is taught as an art to 
difguife the want of thefe qualities; and ap- 
pearances take the place of realities^ till the 
realities themfelves are negle£ted^ and almoft 
forgotten. Perhaps if the bufy and the gay 
had leifure to look into their own hearts, they 
might find that they poffefs more good quali- 
ties than they fufpeft themfelves of; but 
£aiihioii is the general guide; aitd even follies 
and vices, if they are falhionable, become ob- 
jefts of vanity, and are affefted by thofe who 
have no title to them. Yet ftill, in the midft 
of all the variations offaihion and prejudice, 
the efteem due to gratitude is in fome degree 

preferved. 
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preferved, and the want of it is a fault which 
no one would ever confefs. 



A difpofition t6 pride, to anger, to ambU 
tion, to indolence, and many other blameable 
qualities, may have been acknowledged by 
many; but none' ever confeffed a difpofition 
to ingratitude, and perhaps none ever was 
confcious of it: and yet, amongft all the 
complaints made againft the world by thofe 
who, being out of hutnour with themfelves, 
fancy they have reafon to be fo with every 
body elfe, there is hardly any one more uni- 
verfal than that of the ingratitude they have 
met with. Nor indeed is the complaint con-^ 
fined to fuch perfons alone.; for it muft be 
owned, that even the benevolent heart will 
fometimes iind but too much reafon for it, 
and muft feel in fomeinftances what it would 
wifh to conceal from all the world. 

But 
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But fuch inftances fhould not induce us 
to pronounce a general cenfure; and per- 
haps a more enlarged view of mankind might 
fhew uSf that the efFefls afcribed to ingrati^i 
tude are often owing to fome other caufe, 
and that thofe who make the greateft com- 
plaints are in fa£t thofe who have the lead 
reafon for them, and have themfelves given 
occa&on to that ingratitude of which they 
complain, by expefting fuch returns as they 
have no right to claim* 

Perhaps thefe complaints^ in many in^ 
ftances, may be owing to the want of diftin- 
guifliing fufficiently between that fort of gra-- 
titude which is paid as a debt, and that which 
is a fentiment of the heart. Every benefit 
conferred, according to its different degree, 
has a right to claim the firft; a word or a 
look may infpire the laft more than the gift 
of millions could have done* 
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Thcfe two kiilds of gratitude are different 
in many inftances, and may be entirely fepa- 
rated; but painful indeed is the lot of him 
who is reduced to owe the firft, where he is 
unable to feci the laft : for the firft ahne may 
be indeed a burden, — the laft is always a 
pleafure; the firft would be glad to return 
more than it has received, by way of diC- 
charging the debt, — the laft would make 
every return in its power, by way of ex- 
prefling what it feels, but would never wifli 
to lofe the impreflion. In fhort, the one is 
the return due to benefits, the other to kini^ 
nefs ; the one may be claimed, and muft be 
paid; but even to mention a claim to the 
other, would endanger the title to it. 

That benefits alone cannot give a right to 
this fort of gratitude, will be evident, if we 
confider that it is a.f(?ntiment of the heart, 

which 
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which h, and can be^ paid only to kindnefs^ 
or the appearance ofkindnefs; and benefits 
may fpring frdm very different motives, in 
which perhaps the perfon on whom they are 
Conferred has in reality no concern, nor ever 
was the objeft in view ; they may be embit^ 
tered by a thoufand circumftances which may 
make it a pain to receive them ; or evei^ 
without thefe, they may want that kindnefs 
which alone can make it a pleafure to a deli* 
cate mind. 

In the early part of life, when the fenti- 
ments have generally more vivacity than 
refinement, and before experience has taught 
the fatal art of allaying every pleafure by 
fufpicion, thefe two Kinds of gratitude gene- 
rally go together. Every benefit is fuppofed 
to proceed from kindnefs, and is felt as fuch j 
and as all the benevolent affe&ions of an in* 

noccnt 
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jiocent heart are attended with pleafure^ they 
are generally at that tiixie carried almoft to 
excefs. Every appearance of kindnefs is 
then received with warm and afFe6lionate 
gratitude. Imagination bellows a thoufand 
excellencies on the perfon from whom it 
comes; every thing is expeded from the fup* 
pofed friend^ and every expreffion of gratis 
tude feems too little to return the kindneCi 
received. Perhaps a little time difcovers 
the deceit; the obligation is found to have 
proceeded from fome motive quite different 
from what was imagined; and the perfon 
who conferred it finks to a level with the 
reft of the world, and difappoints all the 
hopes which had been formed. The affec- 
tionate and grateful heart remains the fame 
as before ; but the objeft to which that affec- 
tion and gratitude were addreffed, is no 
longer to be found; it wifhes to preferve the 

fame 
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fame fentiments^ and grieves that it is unable 
to feel them : but the apparent change pro* 
ceeds only from the former miftake. Pro- 
bably there is hardly any perfon of ftrong 
fenfibility who has not experienced mortifi- 
cations of this fort; and ingratitude may 
often have been laid to the charge of thoCe^ 
whofe only fault was^ that they carried their 
gratitude^ and their expreifions of it^ to ex- 
cefs> without fufBciently confidering what 
grounds they had for it. Thofe who make 
the complaint mighty by a different conduft^ 
have preferved their claim ; but complaints 
can never regain what they have lofl : to ex-* 
peft it, would be to fuppofe that unkindnefs 
fhould produce the fame efFe6l as kindnefs. 

Far be it ever from our thoughts to offer 
any excufe for real ingratitude. The perfon 
who is capable of it is a monfler in nature, 

whom 
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whom all agree to condemn^ and all would 
wilh to avoid. But the greater our horror of 
the crime, the greater Ihould be our caution 
not to charge any with it unjuftly; and the 
greater care* and attention are neceffary never 
to give occafion to it. 

Thofe who are fo ready to complain of the 
want of gratitude in others, Ihould examine 
their own hearts, and enquire whether they 
really have any right to that return which 
they expeft; — whether true kindnefs was 
indeed their motive; — and whether they have 
not allayed the obligation by fuch circum- 
ftances as muft deftroy the effeO: of it, and 
leave no impreffion but a painful confciouC 
nefs of owing a debt, inftead of that heartfelt 
gratitude which enjoys the thought of it? 
While thofe who wifh to infpire true grati- 
tude, ihould confider the means by which it 

may 
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may be gained ; and they are fuch as^ more or 
lefsj are generally in the power of alh 

To beftow confiderable benefits^ belongs 
indeed to few; but that kindnefs which 
comes from the heart, and which the heart 
feels and returns, is totally independent on 
fuch circumftances. Without this, the great- 
eft benefits may give pain; with it, a trifle 
becomes important, and infpires true and 
lafting gratitude. For the exercife of this, 
numberlefs opportunities are continually pre- 
fenting themfelves in the daily intercourfe 
of life; and thofe who are attentive to take 
advantage of them, will hardly be wanting 
on greater occafions, either in doing ads of 
kindnefs, or in that manner of doing them^ 
which changes an obligation from a burden 
to a pleafure. They can enter intp the feel- 
ings of thofe they oblige, and are eager to 

fpare 
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fpare them eyety circumft^ce which nay, 
be painful; yrhile thofe who a£l upon diffe-r 
rent o^otiv^s^ will expeft more than they, 
have any title to^ and probably much more 
than they themfelves would pay, if they coi^ld 
change places with the perfojis oblige^; for ^ 
the exclufiy? regarcl tQ/elf, which m^kes theni ^ 
complain fo lou4Iy of the ingratitude they . 
have piet with> would probably i^ake thein 
ungrateful in their turn, if they were to receivf , 
obligations in{|ead of conferring then^. ^ 

But while we are cgnfifjering that benevQr. 
IcQce of heart which fhould be the foiirce of 
everv 46k of kindpefs^ and that delicacy of 
manners with which all fuch s^Qs fhould be 
attended^ (and indeed it is impoffible to con* 
fider them in too ftrong a light) let us iiot 
however forget, that the want of thefe can by 
HQ me^ns difcharge the pe^-rpn obliged from 

Vol. U. H gratitude 
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gratitude confidered as a duty; that is to fay» 
from as much as it is in his power to pay; 
for more than that can never be required. 

Monfieur Du Clos^ in his ingenious and 
elegant cffay, " Sur Us Moeurs,** has many 
excellent reflexions on this fubjeCl, in which 
^ duties of perfons obliged are confidered 
at large: (fee chap. 16. fur la Rcconnoiffance, 
&JUr F'lngratitude.) He concludes with an 
obfervation wet) deferving particular atten- 
tion> becaufe it fets in a ftrong light the fal- 
lacy of an opinion which, like many others, 
has been too generally received without fuifi- 
cient examination, merely becaufe it founds 
plaufible.' His words are thefe : — 

*' J'ai plufieurs fois entendu avancer fur ce 
'^fujet une opinion qui ne me paroit hi jufte 
•• ni decente. Le cara£lere vindicatif part, 

•'dit-on. 
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^' dit-on> du meme principe que le carafbere 
^' reconnoifi^t, parce*qu*il eft egalement naw 
** turel de fe. fouveniT des bon^ & des mau- 
*' vais fervices. Si le fimple ftntvenir du 
*• biett et du mal qu'on a eprcmvc etoit la regie 
** du rcflfentiment qu'on en garde, on auroit 
^'^raifon, niais il n'jr a rien de fi different, ni 
** meme de fi peu depend^t Tun de rautre. 
" L'efprit vindicatif part de I'orgueil, fouvent 
'• uni avec le fentiment de fa propre foiblefle; 
^ on s'eftime trop, et Ton craint beaucoup. 
^ La reconnoiflance marque dtabord un 
'^ efprit de juftice, mais elle fupofe encore 
^ une ame difpo(ee a aimer^ pour qui la haine 
'* feroit un tourment, et qui s'en affranchit 
^ plus encore par fentiment que par reflexion. 
^ II y a certainement dies caraQeres plus 
'* aimans que d*autres, et ceux4a font recon- 
^ noiflans par le principe meme qui les txa* 
*• peche d'etre vindicatifs." 

H 2 This 



100 ON GRATITUDE. 

This fuppofed connexion between certain' 
good and bad qualities^ is an opinion we find 
often maintained^ without being fufficiently 
examined; though probably^ in moil inftances^^ 
it would be found dire&ly contrary to the 
truths as it has been fhewn to be in this i and 
t}ie confequences of fuch an opinion are often^ 
ofn^uch greater importance than may atfirll 
be iipagine4. 

Pride^ for inftance^ is generally faid to at- 
tend on fuperior talents and attainments. In 
qonfequence qf thi$ opinion^ how often do we 
fee thofe who are deftitute of both^ affe£ting 
that vanity which they fuppofe to belong to 
them^ and endeavouring tO' gain the reputa- 
tiop of fuperior excellence^ by afluming the 
appearance of the fault which they imagine 
is conpe£ted with it; whi^e tho(e who poITefs 
the qualities which oth^^s would afFe6t^ are 

continually 
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continually afpiring to greater degrees of 
excellence; and finding that their higheft 
attainments always fall fliort of their wifhes> 
even by thofe attainments are taught hu- 
mility. 

The fame might be obferved in many 
other inftances. Virtue and vice, the ami- 

i. 

f 

able and unamiable qualities, are in their own 
nature bppofite, and more or lefs tend to de«^ 
ftroy each other, whenever they fubfift in 
any degree in the fame charader ; and per- 
haps the moft effeflual way of eradicating 
any bad difpofition from the minds of yoimg 
perfons, is not fo much by attacking it di- 
reftly, as by endeavouring to cultivate thofe 
good qualities which are particularly con- 

» 

trary to it, and to give them a clear and juft 
idea of thofe which they may have been led 
to imagine are conne£led with it. 

H 3 Ti> 
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Tatfae truly affectionate and grateful heart, 
every opportunity of exorcifing thofe 4]iiaU-» 
ties affords real enjoyment: it cannot help 
Teeking out for them^ becaufe from thofe 
feelings it muft derive its greateft pleafures; 
without the jexercife of them^ it cannot be 
happy. How then can it be ib in exercifing 
fuch as are contrary to them ? A very little 
reafonmg and reflexion muA furely be fuffi-. 
cient to convince any one of the fallacy of 
fiich an opinion i but to thofe who xaiXy/tti 
that difpofiticMi to affefkion and -gratitude <£ 
which others talk^ all realbning upon die foh* 
je& muft be unneceffary : thofe fentunoBts 
will be ever cheriihed ; and notwithftanding 
the many mollifications and diJappointments 
with which they may be attended^ they will 
ftill, in (bme degree^ carry their reward sdong 
with them. Our feelings are greatly inflo* 
enced by our purfuits, and by thofe ot^eds 

' which 
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which tngage our attonlion. The perlbn 
who is continually in piurftiil of oppoitunU 
ties fcMT exercifing the benevolent afFe^tions^ 
either by conferring or acknowledging kincU 
nefs, will overlook a thou&nd trifling caufes 
of offence which might h^ve awakened re- 
fentmem in the breaft of another; while 
thofe in whom the felfifh paffions prevail^ will 
be equally infenfible to numberlefs inftances 
o£ kindnefs which would have filled the 
hearts of others with gratitude and joy; juft 
as a perlbn who is eager in the chacewill 
difregard the beauties of the profpeft which 
(Unrounds him, and know no more of the 
country through which he paffed .than if he 
had never fecn it. 

But while the affeftionate and grateful 
heart thui purfucs and enjoys every oppor- 
tunity of cxercifing thofe qualitieSi it muft 

be 
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he owned at the famt time» that they may 
lead to tnany mortifications and difappcnni* 
ments. Thofe who are eager to catch at 
every appearance of kindnefs^ may fome- 
times be mifled by falfe appearances ; and 
thofe who are difpofed to love all who have 
• ihewn them any kindnefs, may afterwards 
find that their affedton has been mifplaccd. . 

To prevent fuch miftakes^ as far as the 
obfervation of mankind and delicacy of judg* 
ment can do it^ is certainly defirable; but 
to avoid them entirely^ is perhaps impoll 
fible: and fucely none would wiih to avoid 
them by running into the contrary extreme^ 
and lofing all the pleafures attending on fuch 
difpofitions< 

It Ibould however be obferved^ that this 
difpofition to feek for obligation^j relates to 

kindnefles. 
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kindiielles^ rather than to confiderable J)ene- 
' fits. AfFeflioh muft precede the benefit^ or 
at leaft muft be engaged by the nlanner of 
conferring it, in order to make it a pleafure 
to a perfon of true delicacyi This does not 
proceed from pride j but becaufe fuch a per- 
fon, having a high fenfe of gratitudej. is un* 
willing to contrail an engagement to one he 
cannot efteem and love. To be unable to 
entertain thofe feittiments which might be 
thought 4ue> would be to him a continual 
fulFeringi while one whofe feelings are cen- 
tered in himfelfj is glad to get what he wants 
at any rate, and gives himfelf no concern 
about making any return for it; or at leaft 
thinks he has done this very fufficiently bv 
conferring fome favour which he imagines to 
be equivalent to what he has received. Yet, 
in fa£t, a real obligation freely conferred on 
^ne who had no claim to it, and willingly 

received 
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received by him as fuch> can never afterwards 
be cancelled by any aft of the perfon lAo 
received it> even though it fliould be in his 
power to return benefits far beyond what he 
has received; becaufe^ in one reljpe£k| they 
muft always fall fhort of it: for the fifft be- 
nefit conferred was a free and unmerited 
kindnefs^ to which the perfon obliged had no 
title ; but no return can ever be fuch ; and all 
that can be done in confequence of it» is ftill 
but a return, however it may exceed in other 
refpefis; fo that the perfon who once ac- 
knowledges himfelf to be under an obliga- 
tion^ though he may not be bound to make 
all the returns which an unreafonable per- 
fon may require, is yet bound for ever to 
acknowledge it. 

This however relates chiefly to fuch obli- 
gations as are really conferred with a view to 

ferve 
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fervQ the parfon obliged* The cafe is dif- 
ferent when one per fon is benidRted by ano^ 
ikkcr merely from a concurrence of accidental 
circufi^ances^ i^rr ^en the bem^t was con^ 
ferred from (^ftentation^ or with a view to 
gaiA IbfiEie greater benefit in r^um. In thefe 
laft cafes indeed it feems a fort of bargain^ 
in whkh the perfon who gains what he aimed 
af J h^$ received his pr ice^ and has no reafoo 
to oon^lain. Yet even in diefe» and indeed 
in 'every inftance^ the truly grateful will ever 
be ready to acknowledge the obligations rer 
ceivedi in their various degree^ though the 
fentiinents excited by fuch obligations are far 
diffeient from thofe which are the return due 
to real kindnefs. 1- 

That gratitude may fometimes be a duty 
when it is not a pleafure^ is .but too certain ; 
that from beiiig a true and heartfelt pjeafure. 
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ft may become a burden^ is no lefs fo; but 
the pleafure of felf-approbation ftill remains 
to compenfate thefe mortifications : and they 
muft be infenfible indeed who ever felt that 
pleafure while they were a£iing an ungrateful 
part^ or who can be happy without feeling it. 

* 

The proud and felfifh generally miftake 
their own happinefs^ and in no inftance more 
than in this of gratitude. Thofe who know 
n^hat it is to feel its tendereft and mod refined 
fentiments^ when the kindnefs of fome friend^ 
truly loved and valued^ makes the heart 
overflow with gratitude and Joy^ and all Ian- 
;guage feems too weak to exprefs what it 
feels> will be little inclined to envy thofe who 
are too proud to be obliged^ and too felf- 
fuf&cient to think they ftand in need of 
any thing which the kindnefs of others can 
bellow. £ven the little a£is of kindnefs 

attending 
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attending on the daily occurrences of Ufe» 
afford pleafure far beyond MeeV reach ; for the. 
intercourfe of real kindnefs^ and that gratis*, 
tude which is its due return^ whether expref-^ 
fed in the fmalleft or the greatefl; matters^ 
is always attended with a heartfelt fatisfac- 
tion on both fides; and they know little of 
their own ii^tereft^ who from pride> infenfibi- 
lity^ or inattention^ negle£l the opportunities^ 
which^ in a greater or lefs degree^ are coliti-^ 
pu^Uy pffefing themfelv^s for enjoying it* 

fiu,t if the g^'ateful heart experience fucb 
fatisfa3:ion in the fentiments excited by little 
and imperfeQ kindneffes^ and paid to fr^it 
and imperfe£l beings how ^xquifite muft be 
the delight attending on that gratitude which 
is excited by Infinite Obligations^ and paid to 
Infinite Perfeftion! No doubt can here int^r^ 
yene as to the motive which gave occafion to 

the 
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the benefit conferred. We had no claim oh^ 
our Almighty Benefador^ aiid' can make him* 
no return : for we have nothing but what we 
hare received. Here we can have no appre- 
henfion of carrying our love and gratitude too 
fer, arid being reduced to grieve fbr the feults 
ahd imperfe£tions of thofe on whom they were 
beftowcd, and firom whom they cannot now 
be recaned> Aft is perfeftion- of goodncfe, 
and dl Qur love and gratitude muft ever &lt 
ihbrt of what we owe. No fears can here arife 
of a change of condu6l^ or that a friend and 
benefa6or may ceafe to be fuchj and wound 
the grateful heart by unkindnefs and up- 
braidings; the fame goodnefs will for ever 
continue^ and oar warmeft gratitude be ever 
overpaid by new inftances of that kindnefs 
^biph can never fail but through our own 
fault, 

Religion 
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' Religion to the truly grateful heart is a 
continual exercife of that virtue ; and confi- 
dered in this view^ what a pleafure is difFufed 
over the moll painful trials to which it can 
ever call us ! 

, Our exiftence^ with every bleflSng attend* 
ing on it j— our redemption^ with the hopes 
of peace and pardon fecured by it; — ^and 
an eternity of happinefs prepared for us 
hereafter ;^ — ^are furely benefits fufficient to 
awaken gratitude in the mod unfeeling heart: 
and can it be poflible that thofe on whom a 
kind word or look can make an impreflSon 
never to be effaced, fhould be infenfibl^ %o 
benefits like thefe, or return them merely by 
a cold obedience, often paid unwillingly, inn 
flead of that warm and animated gratitude^ 
which thinks it can never do enough to ex- 

prefs what it feels ? 

Gratitude, 
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Gratitude^ excited by real kindnefs^ aod 
joined with true affe6bion and efteem^ can 
never be alifelefs^ ina£Uve fentiment; it will 
be continually feeking opportunities to ex^ 
prefs itfelf ; it will confider every fuch oppor^ 
tunity as a valuable acquiiition ; and though 
it fhould be Attended with pain and difficulty, 
it will find a fatisfaftion even in tbefe^ becaufe 
in thele it can (hew itfelf moft ftrongly. It 
will exert itfelf even in trffles, and be ex^ 
preffed in words and looks, though nothing 
farther Ihould be ip its power. 

But when gratitude is paifed to the Higheft 
Obje€^ the m^an^ of exprefling it can never 
be waiitingf every escercife pf every virtue j 
perforii>ed with th^it view will be accepted as 
luch ; and what a £ati^a£lion muft the grate-* 
f^l heart ^njoy, from the thought of being con-t 
tinually employed in expre^ng iuii fentiipients^ 
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by making fuch returni u» th^ Almighty Be- 
ttchOor r0quif€i> and will accept 1 

With this vi^Wi Hqv earneftly wiU it fe^k 
for evexy meao^ of doing good to Ptherisl 
With what patience ai^ b^nevoleni:^ will it 
fi^pon eviiy isj ury recf ivedj and endeavov? 
by tJie gaoUeft naeam to bring back ofFi^aderj^ 
10 peac$ and g(iQ4ne£B;i ioftead of cpcafperating 
them by fqprot^ei and i^qpbraidingsl 

Confidered in this view» how pLfafing will 
every difficult exercife of virtue appear; and 
what a ney#r^faili9f lourc^ pf cwifart and 
&titfa^on wiU b^ foAind ^v«n in the fievereft 
Ihfferiiigs to wiMk huiRan naur$ i» }jabl^l 
All may (trve to exprf f« ovr gratitliMie ; and 
to thgfe who ijidy fe^l tf, thi^ iawH sJwaya 
he m pkafitre. N<or w^ the m««n^ and 
the weakdl wn he dimd t|»( thfv Jbui^l^ 
. Vol.- !!• I efforts 
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efforts will pa& unnoticed. Earthly benefac^ 
tors may be removed beyond our reach; and 
even when prefent^ they are liable to be milled 
by falfe appearances^ and may be often mif- 
taken in the opinions they form of the grati- 
tude they have met with ; but He who fees 
the hearty will obferve and accept the filent 
wiihes of the truly grateful^ when wifhes 
only are in their power, for it is the gra- 
titude of the hear,t which He requires; the 
means of exprefling it depend on outward 

•■4 •' • - . • > ' 

circumftances. 

« 

How happy then are they in whom thefe 

fentiments are warm and a&ive 1 — for here 

• , ...'••■• 

gratitude is continually excited by new be- 
nefits ; and here it may be indulged to the 
greateft height, without fear of excefs, and 
without doubt of acceptance. The heavenly 
intercourfe is continued throu[gh life. Reli- 
gion, 
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gion, inftead of being a reftraint upon the 
inclinations, becomes an indulgence of them. 
Numberlefs inftances of infinity goodnefs are 
difcovered, which would efcape the obferva* 
tjon of the though tlefs and inattentive. Thq 
pleafure of gratitude is increafed by every ex^ 
crcife of it; and new efforts are continually 
excited to make every poffible return j efforts 
which muft always be attended with a hearts 
felt ples^fvire, bccaufe they flow from a de- 
lightful principle, and are certain of fuccefs. 

Thus may gratitude afford continual plea^ 
fures even in this world, and lead us at length 
to that bleffed flate, where it will be continu-^ 
ally excited by unbounded benefits, and exer- . 
fjifed and enjoyed through eternity, 

I 2 ON 
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iniTHOEVER takes an attentive Turvey of 
mankind^ cannot fail to be Ilruck with 
this obfervation — ^That, in general^ all are 
itnring about ha purfiiit of enjoyment^ and felr 
dom chink of feeking it vrithin themfelves. 

It u very certain that man vas formed for 
fociely; and it is his duty^ as well as intereft» 
to cultivate a focial difpofitipn ; to endeavour 
to make himfelf ufeful and pleafing to others; 
t^ promote and to enjoy their happinefs; to 
encourage the friendly affe&ions» and find in 

I 2 them 



ii8 ON HAPPINESS. 

them the fource of the greateft pleafures which 
this world can befto^. But^ alas! Society 
too often exhibits a far different fcenc. We 
fee wearinefs and difguft reign in the gayeft 
aflemblies. 

Converfation^ inftead of turning upon fuch 
fubje£b as might at once afford amufement 
and improvement^ often languifhes for want 
of material^, or is engrofled by the mod tri- 
fling fubje6ls» fo that it is often merely- an 
idle diflipation of time — ^perhaps even a per* 
nicious abufe of it; fince it may afford 
opportunities for the exercife of many bad- 
qualities^ which> by appearing in difguife, are 
rendered ftill more mifchievous« Ill-nature 
fhelters itfelf under the malk of wit. A defire 
to depreciate the merit of the abfent^ or per- 
haps to mortify the prefent^ endeavours to paiGs 
itfelf off for the love of fincerity and truths 

or 
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or for a fuperior degree of zeal in the caufe 
of virtue^ Vanity aflumes the appearance of 
every good and amiable quality^ as occafion 
offers; or flatters the weakneffes of others, 
and applauds what ought to be condemned, 
in hopes of gaining favour, and being flat- 
tered in return. Sometimes merely for want 
of fomething to fay, and without the leaft 
intention of doing mifchief, an idle report is 
repeated, which tends to injure an innocent 
perfon — ^perhaps irreparably; or fix a trifling 
ridicule upon a worthy charafter, and thereby 
deftroy the influence of its good example. 
Bythefe, and numberlefs other means, con- 
vcrfation is prevented from that purpofe for 
which it was intended; and a meeting of ra- 
tional beings, which fliould have contributed 
to improve the powers of their minds, by 
mutually aflifting each other, and to ilrengthen 
the ties of affe£tiop and benevolence, by the 

eontinual 
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cdnunual exercife of thofe qoalitits^ often 
|>roduGes a quite contrary eflfeft; and ihty 
part^ filled with far different fentiftient^^ and 
weaiy and diflatiified with theilifelves and 
with taCh other. 

Man/ caufes might be aflSgned for ihia 
ftrange^ though too frequent abufe of whil 
feems calculated to efibrd the higbeft rational 
entertainment^ fince every vice and folly con* 
tributes towards it| but amongft others Ihia 
is certainly one-^*^That mankind often feek 
fociety^ not with a view to be ufeful ftnd plta<« 
fing to others^ of even with any great expec^ 
tation of being pleafed themfelvcs^ but ititrely 

# 

becaufe they know not how to amufe them-* 
felves alone; and thofe who afibciate with 
others^ becaufe Ihey are weary of themfelVes^ 
are not very likely to contribute to the plet» 
fare or advantage of fociety* 

% While 
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While all are in purfttit of happinefs^ it is 
firange to obferve^ that there are fo few who 
cultivate and improve thofe powers which 
they poflefs within themfelves; and the confe'- 
qneilces of thi& negled are certainly much 
more bxM\, even to prefent happtnefs^ than ii 
generally imagined. 

Suppofing it were pofly>)e^ that thofe who 
cannot plea& themfelves in folitude fliould be 
able to pleafe others^ and be happy in fociety ; 
yet it i$ impolfible to be always engaged in it: 
and even thofe who have the greateft opportu- 
nities of eiyoying it^ know not how foon they 
l^ay be reduced to a Rate of folitude. It is 
therefore highly neceflary for all, to provide 
themfelves with folitary pleafures; for the 
ndnd of man is naturally aftive; it wants 
employment and amuiement, and if it be not 

fii{^ied wtdi fuch as are innocent and ufeful, 

it 
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it will be apt to fiak into a ftate of languor 
and difguft^ or ran aftray into the wildeft 
extravagancies of fancy^ which may lead in* 
fenfibly into endlefs doubts and errors^ pro- 
du£live of confequences which may prove 
fittal to happinefs both here and hereafter. 

It is therefore certainly a pojnt of impor- 
tance to alU and efpecially to thofe who are 
entering into life, to cultivate tht^fe powers 
and difpofitions of mind which may prove 
.fources of innocent amufement. When thefe 
are negleQed, they are eafily loft; but being 
exercifed, they will continually improve; and 
if properly direfted, they may be produQive 
of nuich advantage as well as pleafure. 

The impreffion which any obje£t makes 
upon the minii, often depends much lefs upon 
the obje£k itfelf, than on the difpofition of the 

erfon 
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perfomwho receives it, and the light in whicli 
he has been accuftomed to confider things. 

Suppofe a large number of perfons entering 
at once into a thick wood : one will enjoy 
the refreihing (hade; another will complain 
that it deprives him of the profpeft; a third 
^will be employed in obferving the various 
kinds of trees and plants which it contains; 
a fourth will confider them as the riches of 
the nation, he will form them in imagination 
into ihips, and fuppofe them maintsuning the 
empire of the feas, or fpreading our com- 
merce round the world; anotl^er will think 
of the money they might produce, he will 
long for the power of levelling them all with 
the ground, and carrying the profits to the 
gaming table: — Perhaps to fome it may ap- 
pear only as a gloomy folitudt, which they 
wilh to quit as foon as pofiible ; while others, 

ftruck 
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ftruck with the awful fcenexy of the place^ 
feel their minds elevated by it, and enjoy an 
exalted kind of pleafure, which can only be 
felt^. but never can be defcribed. Others 
again conlider it merely as the path they 
muft pafs through, and go on as faft as 
they can, without paying the leaft attention 
to the obje£ls which furround them. Yet 
the foreft is ftili the fame, and as an objeft 
of fenfe makes the {ame impreffion on all; 
though the emotions excited in the mind 
may perhaps be di£Ferent in every one who 
enters it. 

The (ame will be found to be the cafe in re-, 
gard to moft of the obje6ts which engage our 
attention ; and though this difference in the 
impreffion made by them, depends in foiqe 
degree on natural difpofition, yet certidnly i$, 
alfo depends on many circumftances which 

are 
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tfe by no means as sndepen^ni on ottrfelves 
as we are apt to imagine. 

One perfon takes a book merely to pafs 
away the time ; another takes it in hopes of 
gsdmiog admiration afterward^ by difplaying 
the knowledge he has acquired :-— the firft is 
tired^ the fecond difappointed; yet perhaps 
the book was calculated to yield both plleafure 
and imporoTement to one who read it with a 
view to thefe. 

Another reads becaufe it is the faihion, 
and thinks to acquire the reputation of tafte> 

by admiring what has been admired by thofe 

<, 

who arc eftecmed good judges; but hh read- 
ing mull be a taik^ fince his memory^ not his 
feelings and his judgment^ muft inform him 
when he is to be pkafed^ and what he i$ 
(o comQicn<t, 

Anothei^ 
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' Another takes a contrary method> and 
thinks he ihall ihew fuperior delicacy and 
penetration by difliking vhat others approve, 
and difcovering faults vhich they did not 
obferve; he reads with a r^olution not to be . 
pleafed, and in this he will certainly fucceed; 
and will not only deprive himfelf of a prefent. 
pleafure, but the (ame difpofition will pro- 
bably be extended to other inftances, and by . 
degrees may poifon all the fweets of life ; for 
every pleafure in this world muft in its own* 
nature be imperfe^; and thofe who accuftom 
themfelves to feek for fopiething to |in4 fault 
with> will acquire an habit of viewing the dark 
fide of every thing, till they lofe the power of 
enjoying any pleafure, and the whole world 
can afford them nothing but pbje^s of diflike. 

^ We may be ^mufed for a time with what; 
only ftrikes the fenfes, or engages; the atten- 
tion. 
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lion. A fine pidure^ a beautiful profpeQ^ a 
melodious voice^ an entertaining hiftory^ can 
hardly fail to afford fome pleafure to every 
one; but they will make a flight impreffion 
on thofe who have never cultivated a tafte 
for fuch things ; for any pleafure in which 
the mind is merely palfive^ can afford only 
atranfient fatisfa£iion ; but when the objed: 
prefented to us (of whatever kind it may 
be) awakens the imagination^ and calls the 
powers of the mind into a6iion> it may then, 
be really enjoyed, and may lead to plea- 
fures far beyond what at firfl fight it feemed 
calculated to produce, by exciting new fenti- 
ments and reflections, and exercifing and 
improving thofe faculties c)n >vhich our eu* 
joyments fo much depend. 

There is a certain indolence of mind in 
many perfons, which is no lefs prejudicial to 

their 
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their happineli than to their improvement ; 
they will not be at the trouble of feeking for 
pleafures in their own ftores^ or of contribo* 
ting their part to the enjoyment of thofe 
which are prefented to them^ but run conti* 
nually from one objed to another, and fpend 
their lives in a fruitlefs purfuit of what, by 
the help of a little exertion, they might have 
found in numberle£i inftances which they 
have overlooked; and what, in fad, they 
never can enjoy, while they confider it as 
totally independent on themfeLves. 

It is owing to this that we fee all places of 
public amufement fo much frequented by 
perfons who appear to take no pleafure in 
them. They cannot ^mtiufe themfelves, and 
therefore they go where they are told amufe^r 
ment will be provided for them; and though 
they feel themfelves difappointed, they are 

unwilling 
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^unwilling to own it either to themfelves or 
othersj for they know no remedy, nor will 
they be at the trouble of feeking any. This 
. gives an air of gloominefs to every place of 
. amufement, for even the gay eft fcenes cannot 
aiFord pleafure to thofe who do not bring 
with them a difpofition to be pleafed them- 
felves, and to enjoy and endeavour to pro- 
mote the pleafure of others. 

It has been obferved, that pain would be a 
trifle, could we baniih memory and anticipa- 
tion, and feel only that of the prefent mo* 
• ment: the fame will be found true in regard to 
pleafure. We muft refleft, in order to fufFer 
or enjoy in any great degree. The pleafure 
which drives away thought will be felt only 
for the moment, and will leave a vacancy of 
mind behind it, which will Toon lead to that 
ftate of diftafte and. wearinefs fo contrary to 

VpL. IL K every 
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everjrreal enjoyment^ and often more dKffiextft 
to fuppon than even pofitive fuSerings. 

Thb b true» not only of triiing asmft^ 
mentsv but even of thofe of a more exalted 
kind. Refle£tion is neceflary to the enjoy- 
ment of all ; auid cberefove to acquire an ha« 
bit of it^ is a point of the utmoft importance 
to happinefs in every fituatkm in life ; yet it 
is a point much too little attended to» in moft 
fyftems of education. 

Inftrudion (accordmg tathe i^ual method) 
confifts in exercifing the memory^ while thi^ 
other powers of the mind are negleOed^ and 
either become totally inadive, or elfe run 
wild into a thoufand extriyagancies^ and 
prove the moft fatal enemies to that happU 
nefs which they were intended to promote^ 
m order to whicb> it ia net^ary that they 

fiiould 
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fhould be cultivated and improved, and di- 
re6ted to proper objefts, not loft for want of 
exertion, nor fuppreffed from a fear of the 
mifchiefs they may occaiion. 

% 

The beft book, or the moft inftruftive con- 
vcrfation, will afford little pleafurc or advan-% 
tage, by being merely remembered, in com-- 
parifon of what it might afford by exciting 
new reflexions in the mind, which lead to a 
new train of thought, and make the riches of 
others become in fome fort its own. With- 
out this, every kind of ftudy will be dull and 
tininterefting, becaufe it will only fill the 
memory, without improving the mind, dr 
affe£ling the heart. 

A new language will only fumifh a ne^ 
fet of words; but by comparing it with 
thofe already known, we might find means of 

K 2 explaining 
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explaining our fentiments and ideas more 
diftin£lly^ and perhaps of fetting things in a 
clearer light, even to ourfelves. 

The ftudy of any branch of philofophy, 
inftead of being merely an employment for 
the memory, may tend to new obfervations 
and difcoveries, and raife the mind by de- 
grees to contemplations of a far higher kind. 

Hiftory, inftead of fupplying us only with 
the knowledge of fafts, may give us a farther 
infight into the human heart, and furnifh 
.many ufeful obfervations in regard to our 
^^ondufi in life, if we accuftom ourfelves to 
feek the remote caufes of great events, and 
trace to their fource the fecret fprings of 
aftion, which wilt often be found far diflFerent 
from what at firft fight they appear to have 
feeep, 

poetry. 
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Poetry^ from a trifling amufement^ may be 
raifed to a pleafure of the higheft kind» if it 
makes us feel more ftrongly the exalted 
fentiments which it exprefles^ and elevates 
the mind to a contemplation of its native 
dignity, and a confcioufnefs of powers for 
enjoyment beyond what any thing in this 
world can fatisfy. 

By fuch methods as thefe, fome kind of 
improvement may be found in almoft every 
ftudy, befides that which is its immediate ob- 
jeft; and a confcioufnefs of improvement is' 
a never^failing fource of pleafure. 

The fame method might alfo often be ap* 
plied to the common occurrences of private 
life. Whenever improvement is really the 
obje6L of purfuit, numberlefs opportunities 
for attaining it (too generally overlooked) will 

K 3 be 
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be continually pre&ntiog tbemlelvesj and: it 

i3 aftooifhing to obferve how often fuch op^ 

portunities are lofl;» from mere inattention^ 

> 
and bf want of being ai;cuftomed to look. 

within purfdives. Thofe who are coniinually 

employed in endeavouring to difplay theiif 

tal^nu to others^ will fcarce ever do this to 

any purpofe ; their attention is engaged by. 

what they wi(h to appear to be> not by what 

they really are : and this is often carried fo 

far, that they impofe upon themfelves as well 

as others; and while this deception continues,; 

thcevilt is without a remedy, and all hcqpe of 

improvement mull be entirely at a ftand. 

There is indeed hardly any thing fo fatal 
to improvement of every kind^ as the pra&ice 
which too gimerally prevails in the worlds of 
iiibftituting appearances in the place of realw 
ties; and thpfe inftruCUons which teach the 

art 
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art of^oiiig this^ (however plaaiible tbey maf 
apptar in many inftaniies) will be found to be 
far more pernicious than at firft fight would 
be iiiiagined^ not only l^ fetting ttp another 
objed of purfuit, in )the place of real im- 
provenftiit^ and teaching a continual habit 
of decdf> but alfo by bringing true merit 
into difcrtdit. Thofe who are confcious that 
they are ading a part themfelves> will always 
be apt to fufped others of doing the like; 
and thofe who can find means of acquiring 
the r^potalion of merit of any Idnd^ which 
they do not poflefs, will hardly be ihl the 
rouble afterwards of endeavouring to acquiri^ 
the realky. 

In folitude^ there is much lefs danger of 
fel£-deceit* Our thoii^ts aK not cBffipated 
by a variety of objefts, iior employed m eii^ 
dea^oftriiig to |;atii ^ good opmion of 

others; 
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others ; nor is the judgment we form of Ottr«# 
felves made dependent on that opinion^ » 
it fometimes happens in fociety, efpecialty 
when we have any reafon to believe that it 
inclines to the fide moft favourable to our 
vanity. We muft then feel and improve thofe 
powers which we pofTefs^ in order to enjoy 
them; and for this reafon^ as well as many 
others^ it may be highly ufeful to all^ to be 
fometimes accuftomed to folitude ; eipecially 
in the early part of life> while the mind en;- 
joys its full vigour^ and the fpirits are not 
broken by fickneis and affli£Uons; they will 
then find the refources which they poflelsy 
and learn that it is poffible to amufe and im- 
prove themfelves* 

Probably a time will come when folitude 
will be unavoidable; or when^ from diftafte to 
fociety or many other caufes> it may appea.r 

defirable* 
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defirable. But Jto thofe who have never beea 
accttftomed to enjoy the pleafures and advan^ 
tages it might afFord^ it will then (in all pro- 
bability) be a painful and dangerous fituation. 
Unconfcious of thofe refources which they 
ought have found within themfelves^ and 
unaccuftomed to intelle6tual pleafures^ they 
will hardly be able to acquire a relifh for 
them at a time when the fpiriis, and per- 
haps the temper^ are impaired by the di£. 
appointments and mortifications of fociety* 
They will , be apt to dwell on difcontented 
thoughts^ and fancy themfelves better than 
the reft of the world, merely becaufe they 
are weary of it, till their benevolence is 
weakened by continually viewing every thing 
in the worft light, and they grow proud of 
the faults of others, not of their own good 
qualities. 



In 
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' In foch a ftate of mind^ no advantage will 
be gained by being obliged to take a nearei" 
view of their own chara&er and condiiB ; for, 
infiead of comparing themlelves with . that 
degree of excellence which they might have 
attained, they will form their judgment by a 
compariibn of themfelves with the unfavour^ 
aUe opinion they have formed of others; and 
their iU-humour, as well as their vanity, will 
fecure to themfelves the preference^ yet will 
deprive them at the fame time of any fatis* 
fai^on this preference might afford; for their 
ili-kumour will make them a burden to 
themfelves, and their vanity will noal^e them 
eager to gain the applaule of others, and bt 
continually mortified and difappointed at find^ 
ing they do not fucceed. Thus the ^loom pf^ 
folitade will be added to the difgufts of foci** 
eiy ; the pleafures of the one will be loft, and: 
thofe of the other unknown or unenjoyed. 

It 
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lit U impoflible to enumerate the pleaiiures 

'v 

wjiich a thinking mind may find within itfelf^ 
or the advantages which may be derived from 
them; they are far beyond all defcription^ 
and can only be known by being enjoyed. 
Indeed from adifference of charaaer and cir^ 
cumftances> they may perhaps be different 
in every perfon; but every one who feeks 
theib^ will probably find that he may enjoy 
much more than he had any notion o£ 

How delightful might it be to trace to ottr- 
felves the image of all that is moft beautiful 
and pleafing in nature^ to renew the impref- 
fion which fuch obje6is have formerly made 
upon the mind^ and then endeavour to im- 
prove in imagination upon what we have feen. 
To obferve the caufes of thofe effietls which 
we fee^.as far as they are obvious to our m>^ 
tice, and try to difcover thofe which are yet 

unknown 
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unknown to us; — ^to recal fuch paft events as 
have afforded us true pleafure^ and to antici- 
pate fuch as we may hereafter hope for^ or 
paint to ourfelves fcenes more pleafing than * 
any we have ever yet known, or probably fliall 
ever find in this world; — ^to foar beyond all 
bounds of fpace or time, and try to catch a 
glance at objefls which are far beyond our 
prefent powers of comprehenfion; — in fhort, 
to exert the powers of the mind, to enjoy and 
improve thofe faculties by which man is dit- 
tinguilhed from the inferior creation; to feel 
that they are independent on outward x>bje&$9 
and rejoice in the confcioufnefs of the dig- 
nity of our nature. 

Every amiable quality and difpofition of 
the heart ( all that is good and pleafing in 
ibciety ; may alfo, in a certain degree, be ex- 
ercifed in imagination, and cultivated and 
enjoyed in folitude- 
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Our gratitude may be employed, in recol- 
leQing the kindneffes we have received; we 
may ftill dwell with pleafure on the fenti^ 
ments they excite, though deprived of the 
power of exprefling them. 

Our humility may be exercifed, by taking 
a nearer view of our own imperfedions, un- 
difguifed by that falfe colouring which ovx 
paffions are apt to throw over them^ while 
we are engaged in fociety; yet at the fame 
time, the fenfe of our own weaknefs teaches 
us to be more indulgent to that of others^* 

Our candour may be employed, in driving 
away the prejudices through which we are 
apt to view their words and aftions, when 
they happen to wound our pride, or oppofc 
our purfuits. While we feel ourfelves hurt, 
ve are apt to aggravate the fault of th^ 

offender. 
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offender^ which perhaps^ if confidered in its 
trae lights and afcribed to its true inotivei» 
would appear to be no fault at all. 

Our benevolence may be exerted, in con- 
triving fchemes to do good to others, which, 
even though they fiiould never take eflTed, 
will ftill afford a pleafing exercife to the mind, 
and contribute to preferve that heavenly dif- 
pofition in its full vigour, and make us more 
ready to purfue and embrace all fuch oppor- 
tunities as may afterwards be found. 

Thus every virtue may, in fome fort, be 
exercifed, even when all the apparent meVns 
of exercifing them are taken away ; for mar 
thoughts may ftill be employed in confider- 
ing in what manner we would wifii to a6l, in 
various circumftances and fituations; and by 
fuch means as thefe, we may improve our« 

felvet 
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felves in every thing that is good ahd valiju 
aUe^ and enjoy, in fome degree, the good 
efie6ts of adions which it may never be in 
our power to perform. 

While the thoughts acquire an habit 
of viewing things in their true light, the plea- 
fures of goodnefs are felt, and the condud 
it would didate, is imprefled on the heart, 
and may remain ready to be caUed forth to 
a£iion on future occafions, in fpite of the cp-* 
pofition which prefent objeds and paffions 
may then make to it. 

What improvement as well as fatisfafikion 
may it afford us, to form to ourfelves the 
moft exalted reprefentation of every virtue — 
free from every human frailty and imper- 
fedion^ and raifed far beyond what we have 
found in real life ;-^to contemplate them in 

their 
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•iheir greatcft excellence; — to feel our minds 
elevated^ and our hearts wanned by the re- 
prefentation^ while our moft earneft defires 
are excited to attain to that perfedion which 
we admire ; and every difficulty which can 
oppofe our efforts^ and every fufFering which 
may attend them, appear trifling on the com- 
parifon, and unworthy of the attention of an 
immortal mind. Then to confider the great 
and glorious purpofes for which that mind 
was intended; the joys which alone can fa- 
tisfy it; the extent of its powers; and the 
eternity of its duration ! 

In fuch contemplations as thefe, the foul 
feems to expand itfelf, and enjoy its native 
excellence; it feels itfelf raifed above the 
little objeSs of this world, and feems to make 
ibme approach to that happinefs for which 
it was formed, and. which even in the midft 

of 
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of all that prefent enjoyments can beftow, 
and in fpite of a thoufand difappointmentSj it 
muft for ever purine} while the powers and 
the hopes it feels, afford an earneft of joys 
which are calculated to fatisfy them — for 
fiirely they were not given in vain. 



Vol. n. 
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CHRISTIAN PERFECTION 



npH£Il£ b na frocept ki the Gofpe) c^ 
<iur Blefled Saiviour delivered moFe |^ 
i&tinrdly tbwthia^ *< b& yb pfiJt.Fj&eT.'' U i^ 
addreflcd to all, no c^ceptton ift made inifaJL 
w>waCMiy^ and G#ii do^ not require fbem 
uaiNhat^ we are ttnaUer to perfcrirot ye^ whei» 
CEF the^ viii»9U9lal^Habtftowedup9i| 
l^.and thediSiNMsnt fii^Mitiatiia in vibxeh 
we are placed in this worlds it feems fcarce 
poftUe ^tMti all ^(ould^ att^ to an eq^nd de- 
^nofc q( esBafticnce. The^ poiMSfst and> fkcuk 
taa; dF mamp ve conficed^ du in&ience of 
fn& memcvte^dA^ but ta a; wrjr^ fia^l cirele; 
I l* 2 and 
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and while they adoUre at a diftance the virtues 
of thofe who have moved in a more exalted 
fphere^ and by their anions or fufFerings have 
benefited mankind^ and done honour to the 
religion they profefs^ they are apt to imagine^ 
that as thefe > are heights of excellence to 
which they never can attain, thofe precepts 
which feem to require fuch exalted perfec- 
tion cannot relate to them; that to aim at it 
would be attempting an impDffibility; and that 
fuch endeavours muft be left to thofe whofe 
powers are greater, and whofe influence is 
' more extenfive. Yet the precept is general, 
and therefore certainly cannot relate to any 
thing that is only in the power of a few. 

What then is this Perfeftion which is thus 
required of all, and which therefore certainly 
may be attained by the poor and dependant, 
the fick and helplefs, as >^ell as by the healthy 

and 



, 
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and powerful, the rich and happy ? — Perfec- 
tion, in any created being, muft mean the 
higheft degree of excellence which that being 
is. capable of attaining; abfolute perfe£tion, 
in the ftri£left fenfe of the word, being an 
eflential attribute of God alone. It muft 
confift in the utmoft exertion of thofe powers 
with which that being has been endued by 
his Maker, and in applying them all to the 
beft purpofes. But as the powers given to 
every different order of being, and probably 

to every individual, are diiFerent ; the degree 

^ 
of excellence which conftitutes the perfec^^. 

tion of every one, muft alfo be diiFerent ; and 
one who has exerted his little talents to the 
utmoft, may be much nearer to perfection 
than another in appearance greatly fuperior 
to him in excellence, but who had talents to 
have made him much more fot, if he had em- 
ployed them as he ought. 

L 3 This 
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Tiiis muft idvays occafion gnat uncm^ 
taintjr in dhe ju(j|gDieDt$ we fiarm of otfaen^ 
fiace we can never ksotow the powen mitk 
wKich Ui^ are eikluod, nor the dUfictthiet 
with which thejr are obliged io firu^le, and 
therefore can never judge how near they Toay 
have advanced to that perfiBflicm wludi h 
was in ^their power to attain^ Perhaps the 
fault we think ve have difcovered in our 
neighbour^ maiy have arifen from feme motive 
wiknownto us^ which^ in Ae eye of Him who 
fees the hearty noay gy^eady leflm its inaligmty. 
Perhaps^ through ignorance or prejudice^ it 
may appear to him ia a very difieient l\f^ 
Such confiderations flioold make ii» very 
cautious in Uie judgments we pafs ^ptm 
others^ and always inclined to hope the heft^ 
and to give the mo& favbuiabk inteipieia-i 
tion to every a&ion ; fince, ibr oo^ we 
know^ it may be the fltoft juft. 

But 



ht df1Rt«tit, ittd w« MC ^ tad fiieifi^ liaMft 
td tUfe fiM« difeeutttei. fibt« tht &0irt lit 

ftA4 if th&t emteaV^f 6e ^iitert, W« My* 
bt tfettiih thtt it Vttl ht sJS&eA «fid aiea 
t<tptrat 



^istftt |dod w<fe cin iiU do ; Md if ure do 
thiit ii Ife Qvii fomtt, hoitenf UtU« th«i t)dw«r 

May b6, \v« h&¥e p«tforified tdlif i^ftH, and 
may be as near ptetftdiofi is ihdle Whdft ifi« 
fiuence extends over kingdoms, and vhofe 
^ddd dEttoM tit leh 4tad &^l(i\ldeid by thou^ 

fididSi But theft mh iftttft big fuf« dtiit tre dd 
«tf fTB eta) «Ad e»iK tti the tttttidft all thofii 

powifl which 06 i> his giv^ us j and this is 
n ^ittt ift ^hieh m »e very at>t td deceiv* 
ottfftlVM, mi to ihdter dUf ihdttl«tie« ^tui&t 
the prtttnee of inibiHtyt 

Let 
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• Let us then^ in whatever iituation in life we 
may be placed^ confider attentively how we 
may improve it to the beft advantage; let us 
never be difcouraged by any difficulty which 
may attend what we know to be our duty; 
for if we do our beft^weare fecureof an All- 
powerful affiftance; nor let us ever think any 
occafion too trifling for the exertion of our 
beft endeavours^ for it is by conftantly aiming 
at perfection in every inftance^ that we may 
at length attain to as great a degree* of it as 
our prefent ftate will admit of. . 

Thus we may fulfil our filefled Saviour's 
command, in the meaneft as well as in the 
nioft exalted fituation in this world; and upon 
an attentive furvey of every one, wc may dif- 
cover duties fufficient to require the exertion 
of our utmoft po#ers, and many opportunities 
of doing good to ourfelves and others, which 

are 



OHJ CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 153 

are apt to efcape the eye of a fuperficial ob^ 
ferver. And in that day when God (hall 
judge the fecrets of men's hearts, we Ihall 
probably fee many, who have fcarce been 
noticed in this world, diftinguiihed amongft 
the moft illuftrious followers of their Lord^ 
and preferred far before others, who while 
they lived were the general objeds of reve- 
rence and admiration. 

The ]poor man, weakened perhaps by fick- 
nefs, and dejeftod by contempt, whofe daily 
\abours can hardly procure him a little pit- 
tance to fupport his wretched life, cannot in- 
deed diftinguifh himfelf by any great a£lions 
or public benefits; he cannot feed the hungry 
nor clothe the naked; but he can fubmit 
with patience and refignation to that date in 
which Providence has plated him; he can 
labour with integrity and diligence to im- 
prove 
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pfd¥e it to the beft ludvtfittige^ tnd look Vf 
toGoftfbr a bleffing upon hh honeft etidek* 
vours; he can inftruft hh tkildmn in ail die 
good he knows^ and be always ready fco take 
every oppottumty to allift a neighbour Ui 
diftrefii; and in fo doing he may appfova 
himfelf to the Searcher of Hearts, jfar niott 
than thofe who perhapi have inwafdiy ap» 
plauded their own benevolence, when they 
beftowed a trifle out of their fuperfluity to give 
a temporary relief to his diftreHi. He ftay 
rtfe to aftill more heroic degit^e of excellencei 
and lift up a fetret prayer for the man who 
has refufed him even that trifles ytt nond 
will hear that prayer, but He to whom it ii 
addreffed. Contempt, or at beft pity, will 
be his portion in this life ; and probably it will 
never occur to any one who fees him, that ht 
Ihall hereafler behold him with admiratSon 
and jreverenct««-perhaps with envy. 

Let 



4Lei nM ttieti «be memeft itntgine he em 
4d Mtbifig^ he miy be truty grent^ he tany 
falfil hift Loiters comtnffitid^ and be fecare of 
his utteptaiice; but le$ him retDember^ t^nt 
eftty aAvttiitage mtA be ^gained by foftie 
effbft^ «fid that no fitxiattofi tan juftify ind^ 
ience ^tnd inafiivitjr^ <n: nmraitiring and re^ 
pimng. AitA let tliofe who fee his diftrefs^ 
but cafifiot fee i^s hearty think iti ^at 
maBtier they fhall wilh they had treated him, 
if they Ihould fee him hereafter approved 
and rewarded by the great Judge of men 
and <^ angels. 

Sat powrerty is not the only Gtuation ^faieh 
b pleaded as an excufe for the little good that 
fs done; there are many who live dependant 
on the will of others^ fo that even their time 
IS not at their own difpoIaU When this is 

teally the cafe« and^ from the relation in which 

'" they 
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they ftand, fuch a dependance is indeed their 
duty> then a cheerful fubmiffion is the virtue 
which their fituation particularly requires; 
and a little experience will foon convince 
them that it is not one of thofe which is moft 
eafily attained: their own inclinations, even 
when juft and reafonable^ muft often be fa- 
crifiiced to the mere whims of another, and 
it will require no fmall degree of exertion^ 
to be able to gain continual vidories over 
themfelves* 

Let not thofe who are placed in fuch a 
fituation imagine, that they can do nothing, 
for they have much to do; their taflc is diffi- 
cult and painful ; and the more fo, as they 
muft not expefi: to' be fupported in it by the 
approbation of others, fince in general the 
more perfeft their virtue, the lefs it will be 
noticed; they will not tell the world that it 

cofts 
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eofts them a continual ftraggle^ and probably 
the world will never fufp^Q it; but on the 
contrary^ they will often be blamed for ac* 
tions^ which J if their true motives^were known^ 
would appear mod deferving of applaufe* 

Something of this fort may probably have 
be^n felt at times by all whofe fituation is in 
any degree dependant; but that dependance 
can never be fo continpal as to deprive them 
of all opportunities of a&ing for themfelves, 
and benefiting otheirs ; and when fuch oppor«- 
tunities are rare^ that confideration ihould 
incite them to exert the utmoft diligence in 
feeking them out^ and aflivity in making the 
moft of them. 

. The fame may be faid in regard to all who 
jcomplain in any refped of the narrow fphere 
in which they are confined. Let them ex«> 

amine 
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Maine it ailtenti^]r>. «n4 cott&mljjr mA d&» 
gfnUy C9C«t dictr ¥lkw>ftpmrca» int dbhig aS 
the good ftcy C9n> md ihoy^Ul fmm fiod 
tiMi mack »Ofe is w (faek power tftoQ} dui^r 
were 9pi «t ftft figln lo uoagine;; vuitiMj^ 
not only by relieving the diftrefles of poverty 
mA waiHt bjr being ahvs}^ readj^tagwroom- 

« - 

fiait: te ibe aflide4 ^u^ adYkeaad inftnic 
ttsfttodiofeiriK) floAdi iflit nsed: o£t)Kni but 
comnoo cpwvorfinioiH unA datly» inteireowfe 
wkh t)ieiM>]M^ ^ilSopA numbepMb eyf^pusim^ 
MS. q£ doin^ goo^ totboft* wba^ U€ atnootkrt 
teimdk!^ fke moft of them, 

A HMNPd in feafoa* nm^ iWve tbo UuA of 
baCbful meritj oppreffed by the torrent of 
ridicule^ or flop the progrefs of a report, re- 
peated pmbapi^ only ffomiMSje ilfofig^ers- 

dtePj pgbtfiaiAtbe Feputalioii pf real wortfav 

A gentle 
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A genide mfmr nujr ftop du^ viokmcc of 

p^^l^ewft fiUtaQ^ wight Iwre agf^vatai 
till tibe «w&9uea€»ft b^aiiK^ drcadftidii indeed 

Yq Relate the diftrefies of thofe who cannot 
fi^ fep ikenfeJxe^ vay awdbisrA iJ^t com- 

wdi i^sdiidps^ oAt iMwttb^ hmtiL too inodbfeM^ 
on (M UMidbieiig^iefeidiEi. other pK»rfiiJita»^te>fedl 
qnt «1^j^ fee thfimfelyejii nay^ loiVft^mCi^ 

gained from benevolence ; and by^ tki^m^MM 
the poor at leaft will be benefited^ and poC* 

Ski^^u^m^'hft %> tgiQi f<» ihofewho 

ymm$, m^'ff^ m^ yet finvL the^ tliisce it a 
iM^MttiNb iK MdLlAafa ift txnft «3rlpve it for 

A judicious 
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A judicious, obfervation^ a rational maxitn^ 

^ ai generous fentiment^ when unaffe£tedly in- 

liroduced in the courfe of converfation^ may 

make an impreflion on thofe who are not in 

the habit of thinking for themfelves. 

A thoufand little attentions may exercife 
our own benevolence^ and gain the good-will 
of others; perhaps too they may contribute 
in fome degree to foothe the aching heart; 
for even the. moft trifling inftance of kind- 
nefs^ which fprings from true benevolence^ 
can hardly fail of giving fome pleafure to 
the receiver. 

But it is impoflible to enumerate the-oppor^ 

mnities of doin^good^ which are continually 

offering themfelves in the daily occurrences 

^ of lifcj in fuch things as are commonly called 

UttU; though indeed that appellation by no 

means 
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means belongs to them^ fince it is upon thefe 
principally that the happinefs of fociety de- 
pends^ and a want of attention to them is the 
fource of continual uneafinefs, and the chief 
caufe of moft of the unhappinefs which dif- 
turbs the intercourfe of private life. 

The man of delicate fenfibility, whofe 
heart has received an unneceffary wound, has 
been more hurt by the perfon that gave it, 
than by him who robbed him of his purfe ; 
and yet how often is this done without the 
leaft remorfe, merely from the idle vanity of 
difplaying a falfe wit, or a trifling talent for 
ridicule; or from a defire of afluming a 
fuperiority which is feldom aflumed but by 
thofe who have no title to it. 

Opportunities of giving pain are conti- 
nually prefenting themfelves; and to avoid 
Vol. II. M them 
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them is as much a pofitivq duty^ as to fi^k 
oppprtuniticsof 4oin((good: koik are alike 
the genuine efFeQs of true beaevQlenqe^ which 
perhaps fhews itf(^lf in a ftiU ftropger lig))t 
when it triumphs over vanity^ by (uppreflBi^g 
an ill-natured diQ[>lay of wit^ tha,a wbon U. 
bellows a relief to the diftrefled; fince in this 
laft inftance^ the pleafure attending on the 
aQion might alone be a fu^cieiU induce* 
ment to it. * 

But while we are endcs^voud^g to avw4 
giving pain to others, wq (hould luH hn W% 
cautious to guard agaiqft a difpo^tion tQ tak(9 
offence at every trifle, which is nqt Icfft pntr 
judicial to the pleafures and advam^<ei& Qf 
fociety. A want of delicacy^ qr p^rb^pf 
- merely a want of thought, may have given 
rife to the exprefiion which difpleafea us; apd 
if fo, we have no more right tp bei oSepded^ 

than 
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upe have whcK ne fufFer 9Ay hattn hy 
jtiere acodent; fince, in chhctf of didb o^ 
dicare certaiAl)r wa^ fto intantzoii to hurt um, 
Ssxuk excuies as Adk we may okext fiod aroii- 
faa ta plead for a&cts^ bm we caa new 
I^Aad ih^QEi in our omn cafcv if ve iodulgc 
ourfelves m the fiig^tcft word or look duit 
taxf givepQin to anoilkx ; fioaoa ite Jiift ii 
whOL Dobody ymM ow9^ and & C3aga£dait£ne& 
of the hfi would be a contradiEtiQii in tesats. 
Thus vcafon and jnfticc^ as wdUk as bcmvo^ 
Icncc^and a regard £sxr die good of fode^ 
f^uire ui to ittake great aUowaott Sea 
offkorsjt, aiiii voy Jdule fbv bwrfidvos. 

It may poffiUy bcE objoAed, dm til this 
requires an uncommon degree of refleftioxi 
and pccfcnae id miA} tlutt fiick continual 
vatd^dne&f nult idbahki tile fimedlon; «$ 
«ai%«rf4laM; ani thai ll i» iaqpoffiMt ta 

Ma ^ 
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be always upon our guard. But fuch ob-> 
je&ions feem to fuppofe a continual ftruggle 
with a bad heart; whereas he who aims at 
perfedion^ mud begin his bulinefs there; 
for while any bad difpofitions are encou* 
ragedj it is vain to hope that they will not 
fometimes (hew themfelves in words and ac- 
tions; and it would be a difficult tafk indeec)^ 
always to put on the appearance of benevo- 
lence^ while the reality is wanting. But 
were the heart full of love and gratitude to 
its Creator^ and true benevolence to it,s fel- 
low-creatures> it would find in itfelf the 
fource of all that is good and pleafing in fo- 
ciety, and then there would be nothing more 
10 do but to follow its dilates* 
» * < • • «... 

To attain to this perfeQion^ and to con- 
quer all thofe felfifli paflions which oppofe it^ 
Ihould be our conftant aim^^ and muft indeed 

often 
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often require the exertion of no finall effort; 
but it is an objed well worthy to employ our 
utmoft powers, and it may be obferved for 
our comfort, that at every ftep the difficulties 
will leilen ; the heart will feel the pltafurt 
of benevolence, while r^afon and religion 
recommend the dwi^j?; every opportunity of 
exercifing it will increafe this pleafure, and 
confequently the paffions will become lefs 
amd lefs able to contend with it, till at laft 
they are obliged to yield, not fo much to 
reafon as to a ftronger inclination ; and then 

If 

the exercife of benevolence becomes, not 
the refult of refleftion, but an indulgence of 
the bent and inclination of the heart* 

To one of this charafter, it would require 
no effort to avoid giving pain to others, fince 
it would be the greateft pain he could him- 

* * s 

felf receive. The little vanity of difplay ing 

M 3 a fupc- 
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tfif^ioritf^ or gaining a jnomentary ap^ 
pfattfi^ oottid 1>^ oo inducement to him^fince 
ite fisdmgs cf his own heart voold make 
Vm Uvfli oriole he mceiTcd it^ from a con* 
ibiouihefii thai he might have defenred ap^ 
plaufe cf amuch higher kind. 

In fhort^ to fa/ that the eierdfe of this 
bfandi of bcn^oleocc;^ whi^ relates to the 
little occurrencet of common cQnreriation, 
muft lay us imdcr a continual lefirainu is ia 
effe6k to hy, that fomc other inclination is 
more powerful in the heart; and vhile that 
is cherifiied and entoaraged^ it is vain to hope 
that it will tiol piCTail* and perhaps in time 
^uite extinguifh that heavenly fpark, vhicb^ 
properly cultivated^ mif^t have been a fource 
of happioefs lo onrfelves and others. To 
ixpprove ihU fiKHild be the eonftant bufinefs 
of every onca in every diffeiept fituation ia 

life; 
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life; fbr though its exetcifes are various;, 
urid though ih this World they cannot always 
a&brd an etj[ual degree of pleafure, yet thfe 
principle ffom which they all flow, is ftill the 
fame; and It is the principle which Ihould be 
cultivated and itnproved hCre, and which will 
be accepted and rewarded herealtef • 

There Is yet another fituation, which, more 
<han al! thofe hitherto mentioned, feems to 
damp a.H the powers t)f the foul, and exclude 
all means of doing good to ourfelves or 
others, and that is Sicknefs. 

When the body is weakened by pain, the 
thoughts confufed, and the (jpirits funk, we are 
apt to think it is no time to aim at perfe&ion, 
and that we are ^incapable of making any 
effort towards it: yet even here we fhould 
remember, what has been all along obferved, 

that 
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« 

that the perfedion required of us confiils in 
exerting to the utmoft thofe powers which 
we poffefs, however little they may be. In 
fuch'a ftate^ we cannot indeed ad as we 
would have done in the days of health and 
ftrength^ but we can ftill conftantly and fin- 
cerely endeavour to do our beft. 

In this, as in every other fituation^ we 
ibould remember, that to avoid giving pain 
is as much an ad of benevolence as to do 
real good. , An impatient word, or even a 
groan, may wound the heaft of the friend 
who has been watching night and day to give 
you eafe and comfort: fuppref^ it, and you 
, will have prevented a pang, greater perhaps 
than that which you relieve whpn you give 
. bread to the himgry, and drink to thp thirfty. 
An expreffion of fretfulnefs at the little in- 
advertencies of attendants may difcourage 

well- 
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well-meant endeavours^ while a different 
conduft might ftill incite jthiem todo morc^ 
and pofBbly in time might teach thofe^ who 
at firft were guided mierely by ii>tereft^ to a6t 
upon a better motivfs. » 

Such pppprtunities of doing good may 
yet be found ; and if fuch exertions are at« 
tended with fome di$culty, let us reipem- 
ber^ that to conquer that difficulty is a chief 
part of the perfection which fi^ch a (late ad« 
mits of. 

True Chriftian fortitude and patience mu$ 
be founded on a fincere love of Gon^ and an 
affe^ipnate^ filial refigniation to his will; and 
fuch a difpolition muft neceflarily include 
benevolence towards all mankind^ an aSiv^ 
principle which pain and ficknefs neyer cap 

extinguifh. 

Let 
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Let us not then imagine that ^xcefs of f«t£. 
lering can be an excufe^ if we art conli^iou^ 
that we give any pain to others^ whith might 
have been avoided ; fince it ctn only be fo^ 
for thofe who are not confcious of it^ when 
it forces from their weaknefs expreffions 
which they afterwards recolIe6k with pain^ 
and wifli they could recaI;^for it miiil be 
allowed^ that in fuch a Situation it is difficult 
to be always upon our guard. 

But though this give reafon to hope that 
great allowances will be made^ yet it can be 
no excufe for not exerting our beft endea- 
vours; and it is a very powerful motive to 
induce us to cultivate, whilft we are in health, 
that heavenly benevolence, which, were k 
once, as it ought to be, the habitual difpofnion 
of the foul, would remain fo in every (ituation 
in^ life, and find continual oppoi«tunities of 

exerting 
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exerting it&lf^ even in the midft of pain and 
ficknefs^ of poverty and affli&ion% 

It i/ronid be endle& to enumerate the va^ 
riety of fituations in which inability to da 
good is pleaded as an excufe for the little 
that is done, and that not always by the 
indolent alone; for there reigns in the world 
a certain prejudice in favour of fuch afiions 
as are attended with apparent good efie&s, 
which it is very difficult for any one entirely 
to ihake off: and it inay have haqppened to 
many, whofe intentions were yet.fincerely 
good, to be difcouraged by the little apparent 
good that is in their power ; and by the dif«. 
appointment3 they may have met with in their 
endeavours to do evei^ that little. 

But let fuch remember, that it is the in* 
testion^ not die fuccefs^ which conftitutes 

the 
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the merit of any a£U(Mi ; and whatever pre-, 
fcnt pleafure they may lofe by the difap- 
pointment of their honeft endeavours, will, 
with infinite advantage, be made up to them 
hereafter. 

They ihpuld alfo confider, that the a^^Iaufe 
of man, and even the fecret felf-approbation 
which attends a fuccefsful good adion, is not 
without its danger. Vanity is ever apt to 
fteal in, and taint even our beft performances, 
and that not only in fuch adions as are feen 
by the world, for there may be a vanity, even 
in our own applaufe : and when they find 
their beft endeavpurs difappointed, and their 
greateft kindnefTcs received with indifierence, 
and repaid with ingratitude, let them not be 
difcouraged, but ftill go on in the bleffed 
courfe in which they are engaged, conftantly 
endeavouring to difcover and improve every 

oppor- 
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.opportunity of doing good, however little it 
may appear, though no eye fee them, and 

no voice applaud them« 

» • 

He who is higher than the higheft, will 
mark their diligence, and crown hereafter 
their fincere endeavours, though he may fee 
fit to humble them with difappointments here^ 
and deprive them of the fatisfaftion of enjoy- 
ing the good they do. 

Indeed fuch difappointments, if rightly 
ufed, will ferve to improve, and fecure their 
virtues, by exalting them above the influence 
of all meaner motives, and teaching them to 
exert their utmoft endeavours, not with a view 
to any prefent enjoyment, but with a fincere 
and earneft defire to pleafe Him who wilt 
not fail to accept and blefji an unwearied 

perfeverance in wclUdoing* 

It 
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It may alfo be obfenred^ for their canfort 
and encouragement^ diat we are rtry bad 
judges of the fuccefs of our endeavonrsi and 
if we do not immediately perceive any good 
eSed fixxm them» we have no reafon &om 
thence to conclude that they will have none. 

You have been endeavoiurmg periaps to 
coflslbrt ^e affli6bed« and you hxn been 
heard without attention, or even with im* 
patience; yet be not difcouraged: a little 
lelleftion m^ give weight to what yoi^ have 
bifi^ and a perieverance in the^ friendly en« 
dcAVOur iMy in time make an imprcifion 
qpQii the heart* and lecal it in tcmc degree to 
% fkmk of pleafove: for furely no one can be 
fe* entirdty overwhelmed with grief, a» to 
aeceive no pleafnre; from the ejqpreffions of 
wal kindnefin^ or to be quite infenfible tt) that 
lender, unwearied attention to gire eafe and 

comfort. 



ON Cff WaXIAN PERFECTION, m 

CQinfoffV wbkk flows^ frcm w sifFe^QaMe 
sUAfl b^QQiVQleftl b^vt : 9^ \ih^ the mind 
is once awakened from the lethargy of grief, 
it ^ill by 4egrw* be^oime: x&qtq <;Qni]^Qfed, 
and b^ cupil^k <^ Uftenlug to the cwtfairU: 
of Rq^&P wd ReligiQH^ 

I 

Xqh bav^, it n>iy be, bwA giving fome 
good advi(:f^ vthich in app«aj!9^Qce produced 
no other effed than that of difpleafing the 
PqK<9A tiQ w)¥)n\ it was addrf fikd ; yet you 
know ml wha^t isoi^v^Qii. it may have made^ 
OUrr piide U apt t(^ riie at i^rft agaii»ft th^ very 
tJiQiiglM. of being adviied^ yet iC ti^e a^vicot 
were giyet^ i^ fuch n mantiej: as &i&wed it ta 
be ther efie©; of iieal feiodnefo wd. goQ4-witt» 

not of any deiire of aifuming a fuperiority, 
it W9y pr^bly b^ remembered amd cx« 

aiiHved ¥'^i»r^%i^s* tleaifoci v^y appvoim 
wbM^ pri4e «t firft fej^e&edjt aitid the advige 

may 
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may have its weiight^ though the perfon who 
gave it may never be infonned of his fuccefs. 

The fame obfervatibn might be made in 
many other inftances; and whoever fincerely 
endeavours to do all the good he can^ will 
probably do much more than he imagines^ or 
will ever know^ till the day when the fecrets 
of all hearts Ihall be made manifeft. 

r 

To decline any difficulty which lies in the 
way of our duty^ under pretence of inability 
to conqder it ; to refufe engaging in any good 
and virtuous undertakings from a fear that 
we fhall not fucceed in it; are certainly 
the effe^ of cowardice^ not of humility. 

We know not our powers till we exert 
tbem; and by exertion we may be very cer- 
lain they will improve; but indolence is glad 

of 
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of an excufe, and pride fears the mortifica- 
lion of a defeat; and thus every noble and 
generous effort is difcouraged, and the mind 
finks into a ftate of ina&ivity^ quite oppofite 
to that diligent and ardent endeavour after 
perfe£tion^ which fhould be the conftant bu« 
finefs of our lives. 

It is by this endeavour that we fulfil the 
precept of our Blessed Saviour. We 
cannot indeed at once attain to perfedion^ 
but the attainment of it may be our conftant 
aim^ in the fmalleft as well as in the moft im-. 
portant a£tions of our lives ; and that not only 
in thofe duties which more immediately be*, 
long to our ftation in the world, but in every 
inftance which may be within our power. 

In whatever fituation we may be placed, 

let us not enquire what allowances -may be 

Vol* II. N made 
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made for us; nor how much wc muft do that 
we may hope for acceptance. But let us 
confider what is the htjl that we can do; for 
we certainly have not performed our duty^ 
when we are confcious that we might have 
done better. 

Let us endeavour to imprefs upon our 
hearts fuch a lively fenfe of the kindtiefa of 
our Infinite Benefa£ior^ as may prompt us 
to embrace every opportunity of expreffing 
our love and gratitude towards Him. We 
Ihall not then be difpofed to coaafine the 
circle of our duties^ but on the contrary^ it 
will be our earneft defire to extend it as far 
ts poilible^ that we may enjoy, in every in*- 
ilance, the delightful thought of ading for 
his fake, and making the beft returns in ouir 
power to the infinite obligations we have 
received* 

This 



OK CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 1^9 

I 

This will diffufe a fort of heavenly plea- 
fute over the moft trifling circumftartces ih 
our lives, fince even in theft we may ftill 
endeavour to do our beft, from a d^fircJ to 
pleafe Him; and that defire, we may be very 
certain, will always be accepted* 

If thi^ influence our cohdti& in the daUjr 
occurrences of life, dYtty incident thatbefab 
us will contribute to bring tts nearer to per- 
feOtion, by furnifliing a frefh opportttnity for 
ibe exertion of our utmoft cfndeavottrs to 
attain k ; every Httle difficulty we conquer 
will fncreafe our fortitude ; every attempt to 
do goodf, even in the Imallefl: inflance, will 
flrengthcn out benevolence ; even the faufts 
we may fall into, though they humble us 
cinder the fenfe of our weakriefs, yet mftead 
of difcouraging, they will ferve to excite us 
to reciouble our diligence, fince we are certain 

N 2 that 
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that if we will fincerely endeavour to avoid 
thein for the future, we may depend on the 
Divine Mercy to aflift our weaknefs, and 
pardon our imperfe&ions. 

The affli&ions we may meet with, will be 
brightened by the thought that they are fent 
by an All-gracious Father, who would not 
permit them but for our real advantage ; and 
that therefore they certainly may be fo, if 
we make a right ufe of them; inftead of 
finking under them, we fhall look up to Him 
with filial confidence ; and, rejoicing in his 
All-powerful protection and affiftance, not 
only fubmit without murmuring, but even 
be thankful for the trial, and conftantly- en- 

« 

deavour fo to receive it, that it may anfwer 
the gracious purpofes for which it was 
defigned* 



By 
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By refigning our own wilJ, upon every 
little occaGoni when it oppofes that of our 
Maker, weibaU learn to do it in the greatell ; 
and by conftantly aiming at perfeftion, even 
in the fmalleft inflances, we fhall make daily 
advances towards it, till at laft we arrive at 
that bielTed ftate, where all our imperfedions 
fliall be done away; and perfed goodnefs> 
and perfeft happinefs, Hiall reign for ever. 



Ns 
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RESIGNATION. 



1^ ESIGNATION is a conftant habitual 
difpofition of mind^ by which the true 
Ghriftian is preparbd to give up his own in- 
clination in eveiy inftancei whether great or 
finally whenever the will of God requires that 
he fiiould do fo. 

To fubmit with patience to what we can- 
not avoids and refign with eheerfulnefs what 
we cannot keep^ has been the advice of the 
wife in every age; bat without fome motive 

to 
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to enable U5 to do (o, fuch leflbns generally^ 
produce little effe£l. 

To make the bed of evils for which we can 
difcover no remedy^ and no confolation^ is 
a painful effort^ which often wears out the 
fpirits it pretends to fupport. 

Religion alone can enable us to pra&ife 
that refignation which it requires^ and to 
praBife it in every inftance ; for we are much 
too apt to deceive ouHelves by a falfe kind 
of refignation^ which is exerted only on par- 
ticular occafions^ and which in faft is often 
nothing more than the facrifice of one incli* 
nation to another that is more dear to us; and 
he who has refigned an empire, may be as 
far from that refignation of the will which 
the Chriftian Religion requires, as he who 
has ufurped one; and he may be as eafily 

overcome 
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; overcome by the little trials which continue 
ally arife in common life. 

True Refignation muft be founded on a 
principle which never can be fiiaken ; it muft 
be a real fentiment of the heart, infpired by 
a motive fufficient to excite and to fupport 
it ; and this can be no other than a fincere 
love of Goo, and that from ia confidence 
which is infpired by the confideration that all 
events are in the hands of Him whofe yfifdocBt 
and goodnefs are infinite as his power. 

No comfort can fpring from the thought 
that the evils we fuJFerare unavoidable; and 
the unwilling fubmiffion, which yields to a 
power it is unable to refift, is far unlike the 
true refignation of a Chriftian. An apparent 
calm may, in the one inftance, difguife the 
fecret murmurs of the heart, or perhaps a 

painful 
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painful effort may coidpel the violence of 
paffion to give place to the ftillnefis of de* 
fpair ; but in the other, the ftroke, however 
deeply felt, is yet willingly endured ; and a 
furm and affectionate confidence^ which no 
affii&ion can remove, infpires that fincere 
refignation, which triumphs over the feelings 
of nature, though it cannot deftroy them, and 
always rejoices in the thought that an Al- 
mighty Friend will difpofe all .events as fhall 
be moil for the real intereft of thc^e who truly 
love Him and depend upon Him, however 
painful their trials may at prefent appear. 

The cffeds of this refignation are not onlf 
a peace, which grief itfelf cannot take aw^y, 
and a conftant readinefs to fubmit to every 
difpenfation of Providence, but alfo an a6iive 
and vigorous refolution, which willingly un- 
dertakes the molt painful exertions, and 

performs 
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performs the talk affigncd,^ vhateYtr ftruggle 
it may coft; it i$ always ready to facrifice 
whatever is moft dearly valued^ when the will 
of God requires it^ and finds a fecret fatis^ 
fa£lion even in the moil painful exertions^ 
from the confideration of Him for whofe 
fake they are made* 

To feel and to enjoy the innocent pleafures 
which our fituation in this world affords^ is 
no^ only natural> but laudable. The pleafing 
as well as the painful circumftances in life are 
intended for our real advantage ; and the 
fame difpofition of mind^ which refigns them 
readily when the will of God requires it^ wilt 
a)fo enjoy them while He beftows them^ and 
«yajoy them with a fecurity which others can 
ncvtr feel; fince the thought of their uncer- 
tainty (that conftant allay to every earthly 
pleafure) is always attended with a full con* 

vi6lion, 
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vi£iion^ that they will be enjoyed as long 
as is really beft for us, and that an AlU 
powerful affiftance will enable us to fupport 
their Iofs« 

This then is the diftinguiCbing charaQer 
of true refignation : 

It does not confift in giving up any parti- 
cular thing which we loved and valued; it is 
not a virtue which is only to be called forth 
to adion on extraordinary occafions : — ^but 

It is a conftant and fettled difpofition of 
mind, ever ready to conform to the will of 
God in every inftance; to enjoy the plealuresj^ 
or fubmit to the affli£tions which He fends^ 
and to aS orjuffer^ as the duties of every dif«- 
ferent fituation may require^ 



It 
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It is the only fure foundation of patience, 
fortitude, felf-denial, generofity, and all thofe 
virtues by which a viftory is gained over our 
own inclinations. Other motives may infpire 
them in particular inftances, but they can 
never be praClifed conftantly and univerfally, 
but by thofe whofe will is fincerely refigned 
to the will of their Creator, 

He who has borne fome confiderable .tefs, 
or great degree of pain, with calm refolution, 
may grow fretful and uneafy at the little dif- 
gufts and mortifications vof fociety; he who 
has gone through the mod difficult trials with 
that aftive courage which engages univerfal 
admiration, may fear to oppofe the current of 
general praftice in trifles, when he thinks he 
Ihall be defpifed for fo doing; and he who . 
has denied himfelf numberlefs indulgencies 
to affift the diftreffed, may yet find it difficult 

to 
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to give up his particular fancies and inclina- 
tion^ however necejfary the facri^ce tiiay be: 
-*-but none of thefe things can happen \?her6 
the heart is fincerely and univerfally refigned. 

The moft painful fufferings are patiently 
endured; the darling inclination is readily 
and willingly given up^ whatever anguifh the 
facrifice may coft, whenever the Will of God 
requires it : and when that Will requires fa- 
crifices of another kind^ the little comfortg^ 
conveniencies, and amufements of common 
life; the kindnefs which foothed our afflic« 
tion, or the applaufe which fupported our 
refolution; every thing, in fliort, whatever 
it niay be, which we are called upon to refign, 
is then the objeft, in regard to which that 
virtue is to be exercifed; and the heart iii 
which that difpofition rcigi;is, is equally pre- 
jpzxcd For all. 

We 
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We deceive ourfelves greatly, if we imagine 
that an extraordinary exertion of refignation 
in one inftance may difpenfe with it in others 
which appear to us trifling; on the contrary^ 
if ever we find it wanting on thofe little occa^^- 
fions, we have reafon to fufpe& that the feem- 
ing exertion of it in greater matters was in 
reality owing to fome other motive* 

Much may be refigned by thofe who are 
far indeed from having refigned their will ; 
and the little trials which pafs unnoticed by 
all the world, are often the fureft tefts of our 
fincerity, and may be the mod ufeful to fub- 
due our perverfe inclinations, and bring us to 
that ftate of mind which our duty requires. 

That the exertions of this virtue are often 
painful^ cannot be denied. Our duty may 
recjjuire us to make great and voluntary facri- 

ficcs 
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fices which we mij^t have avoided^ or to 
(iibmk to injuries aad humiliaUons which we 
might have prevented ; though even here it 
yspoflilble> that the indulgence of our inclina- 
tions might in the end have been produdive 
of much greater fufferings^ than the denial of 
them. Bxit in general it is exerted in regard 
tofuch evils as we cannot prevent; and^ ac- 
cording to the obfervation of Dn Youmg^ 

That duty gives up little more 
Than anguilh of the mind/* 

It is an a£l of love and confidence which refts 
in full fecurity on an all-wife and all-powerful 
Friend; and confide red in this view, it is a 
difpofition pleafing in the higheft degree, 
which foftens all the miferies of life, and con- 
verts the moft painful trials into opportunities 
for exprefling fentiments which are always 
ielt with pleafure, — fuch pleafure as no afflic- 
tion can ever take away, 

- The 
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The facrifice was perhaps unavoidable; 
but whether neceffity .or duty required, it, to 
a heart^truly refigned, the cafe is juft the fame; 
in the laft, it will indeed be attended with a 
peculiar fatisfadion ; but in the firft, the 
manner in which it is received may make it 
equally a voluntary aft. The fame fentiments 
may be exprefled, and will moft certainly be 
accepted; the fame comforts may foothe our 
forrows, and the fame afliftance will, fupport 
us under them. Confidered in this view^ 
refignation is a ftate of mind indifpenfibly ne- 
ceflary to fecure Q\xt happinefs in this wofld. 

It has been the advice of many, that in our 
happieft day* we fhould confider the uncer- 
tainty of the good things we poffefs; look 
forward to the time when we muft be deprived 
of them; and prepare ourfelves beforehand 
to fupport their lofs, by anticipating the pain 

« 
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we Ihall tbca foA, and rendering the nJnd 
in fome fort fatntKar to it^ that we may be 
better able to fuftain the ihock when it conies: 
thus fecuring la ourielves a eenain prefent 
pikin, in order to leflen one which is fUture 
and uncertain. Perhaps it may not produce 
even this good effefi^ fince dwelling on the 
thou|^ of forrows muft certainly by degrees 
wear out the Q>irits^ and render them^ lefs %bl« 
to ftipport them when they come. 

/ 
t 

True refignation teaefaes us another me- 
thod of preparing ourfehfes for affiiftiona; 
and while in every pleafure we feel and enjoy 
the goodnefs of an indulgent Father^^ it rafts 
en Him with full confidence, and is ready ta 
acqoiefce in the moft painful difpenSa^tion^ 
which the lame goodnefs fhall ordain for us; 
-—it does not anticipate enils, nor allay our 
l^oafuresi b«t it ia a difgofition of mind 

which 



irhi^ oiaMia^ nit to iH^port^ tke eae, toA «tt. 

ft 

AffltAkma- jlniifl comcj no efibrt^ dan B/ifiM 
tfeenr^ or deflroy the fenfeof t^m; paiieM^ 
may endure them; but patience^ where dhs 
heart is not refigned^ is a continual ilruggle 
wMi etiffttte^. Tnui' refi^giifttibn alocl^ far- 
niAies! Its ^kh a fbre* refbWGCi it^ 6i6iiiii» 
with Grtcete and afibfi^hafnate confideMe^ afid 
cafts a}( dtH* care on l£nv who eai<eifc for xsoi. 
It w alfer eottduei^e f€| bajppihefs^ nM cnijr 
bf gtvif^ peace acAd'feauriKf tooor pfaafinMSy 
a«td ccMfert to mir aftlfifoiitf ; bm alfis hy 
feA^ning the number OiFt&db affil£fi4nf«^ 

An attachment Co oui* €»my y/Alk, k» out 
great fource of the forrows of this life. The 
h€ar( wbiclv is cn^y i^figmd/ wilS fmdi no 
pGita^ot diffi»mti^ inr iiimjr ttapng^ ^hkhf la 

O 2 others 
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others would be made matter of real fonowt 
it yields eafily to the pre&nt ftate of things $ 
complies with the inclinations of others; and 
gives up its fancies or its pleafiires cheerfully 
and readily^ as thefe are never its principal 
point in view. 

Nuntiberlefs little compliances are neceflary 
in the daily intercourfe of life. To the felfifli^ 
thefe are matter of continual mortification 
and uneafinefs; for a trifle^ which c^ppofes. 
the will of thofe who are accuftomed to con* 
fider their own will in every things becomes 
a matter of importance ; but where refigna- 
tion is become habitual^ fuch things make 
little or no imprefllion; they are performed 
with eafe, and even with pleafure. 

Jh order to the attainment of this di(pofi« 
lion^ it is highly neceflary to imprels firongly 

upon 
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upon our minds a deep fenfe of the wifdom 
and goddnefs of the Almighty; of our own 
blindnefs and inability to judge what is really 
bell for us, and of the happinefs of being in 
his hands* 

Who can look back on his paft life, with- 
out being fenfible, that the difappointment 
of his wiihes has often been a real advantage 
to him? A very little attention muft be fuflB- 
cient to convince us, how apt we are to be 
imfled by our own paffioris and prejudices, 
and how little, we know of the confequences 
of thofe things which are at prefent the ob- 
jefts of our hopes, and fears. How often has 
profperity proved fatal to innocence and vir- 
tue> without bringing with it that happinefs 
which it feemed to promife I And how many 
have been reduced to the painful conclufioD> 
** that all is vanity!" when perhaps it wastoo^ 

O 3 late 
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Ute to begin a new ^ourfe^ an4 choofe' ^^ the 
" better p«rt." 

CouU we look iato the M«|Tt$ of th^Je 
whom the world calls happy, how different 
fhould we often find the reality from the ap- 
pearance! In the jviidA of profjperi^ «nd 
fucce(k» Q}mc fecret cir$> the 4iftippoiMmMt 
of fome darliBg wifii^ or even the Ungiior 
and di^uft which fometimcf attend faitetys 
and deftroy the reUfli of pleafiitfc, may he M 
real evik, ai|d as deftr^iye of jbq;>ptne6» as 
thofe Ai^ering^ which are gen^iirily ^' oh^ 
je£ls of cpntp^ffion. 

We kn0W not ^hat we wiA: and idie in^ 
dulgence ofourwUhes would often prove Ae 
iburce of n^fery even in thia woiM; hut as 
to whit tends moft to our iiaoiprovenient ui 
wh^ is truly vf^uid^le — ^die ftate which » 

moft 
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moft Ciiciiliyied to exercife and improve cur 
TUtue3« and lead us to eternal kappiflels^ we 
are fiiU more in the dark. 

Not onljr reafon and obfervation of others^ 
but our own feelings and experience^ may 
conYiiicettsof this; and fiiew us^ even at pre^ 
ient^ that lire have great caufe to rejoice that 
all events are in better hands than ours:: 
thou^ this is a truth which will probabljr 
be more fully ejq;ilained to us hereafter, when 
we can at one view take in the whole feries 
of the events of our lives, and know their 
GOnfequeiKes. 

Convinced of this great truth, let us culti^ 
vate thofe fentimenia which it ought to pro- 
duce,*->^«that love and confidence which fuch a 
convi&ion fiiould.infpire; and thefe will naN» 
turally. produce true and fincere refigoatian. 

But 
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But as we are not always in a ftate of mind 
to have recourfe to a train of reafoning ; and 
even the reah fentiments of the heart do not 
always aft with the -fame force, but may be 
obfcured for a time by paflion, and the ftrong 
impreflion of prefent objefts; it is of the ut- 
moft confequence to us to endeavour to ren- 
dei: every virtue familiar ' and habitual by 
continual exercife ; * and * there is none for 
which more frequent opportunities prefent 
themfelves, than for this of refignation. 

Not a day can pafs over us without bring«- 
ing with it fome things which are not exaftly 
what we could wiflx; and all thefe, however 
trifling, may have their ufe, if we receive 
them as we ought. All may exercife refigna-* 
tion, and help to keep us in a ftate of mind 
prepared for greater trials. The bad effeds 
of the contrary are often evident; for often 

do 
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a 

do we fee ihe good-humour of the morning, 
and confequently the happinefs of the day^ 
deftroyed by trifles J and if the- good effe£ls 
they might produce, are not as immediately 
apparent, they are not lefs real, nor lefs im- 

% 

portant. 

The habit of fubmitting to little mortifica- 
tions, from the beft motives, and of endea^ 
vouring to improve by them, will infenfibly 
conheB thofe ideas with every mortification; 
ahd the happy effects of this may extend 
to matters of the greateft confequence, and 
be felt at a time when the mind is too much 
affe£ked to feck for comforts wliich are not 
familiar to it.^ 

But above all, in order to the attainment 
of true and conftant refignation, it is highly 
neceflary to keep up a frequent intercourfe 

with 
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^ih HeavcQ, by the txtrciks of ^levoUoib 
We nuift offer up to God our hopes tod 
wiflies^ and beg of Hub that affiftance vfaich 
done can fupport our weaknefi^ and which 
viU never be denied to thoTe who fincexeix 
feek for it. 

Ift b by tnie devotion^ contantly fell and 
exerciied^ thai true refignadon can be fuUy 
altained. This fiumiflies a refource in tycry 
ibrroWf a fupport in ererjr trial; and where 
this is truly felt^ the heart may indeed be 
religned in regard to the events of this worlds 
fince ita beft afie&ions^ its noft ardent wiihes^ 
are fixed on another. 

In the Holy Scriptures we find the neceffity 
and importance^ and alfo the happine(s» of 
this virtue, fet forth in the ftrongeft ternm 
Ottf fileflcd Saviour calls us totaheupour 

crols 
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orofs and £qI1ow hiin^«-«>to be ready to faciifice 
all ihat is moft dear to us, even our own lifcp 
if we would be worthy of Him. 

The Chriftian life i$ reprefented as a ftate 
of warfare^ in which Ve muSL endure hard- 
fhips a3 fakhfiil U>lditr$, and through much 
tiribulaxion enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
At the fame time we have the moft com«- 
fortable afiorances of affiftance and fupport, 
and the moft enga^iag invitations to die 
performance of thibs duty. 



\ 



He who invites us to take his yoke upon 
u&, at the fame time aflures us^ that in fo 
doing we fliall find reft to our fouls. We 
ai« called to caft our burden upon the Lord; 
wc are afiured that He will never leave us nor 
Ipr&ke US} that our prayers IhaU be heardj 

and iMMkr ilaie ihidpw of his wings we may 

rejoice. 
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rejoice. We are promifed afliftance whiclr 
can never fail, and joy which no man can 
take from us. 

"And while we are thus invited to refiga 
ourfelves to the will of God, and furniflied 
with the moft powerful motives to fupport 
our refignation, we have at the fame time the 
moft perfea pattern of that virtue in Hini 
who did no fin, neither was guile found in 
his mouth ; and who yet came not to do hir 
own will, but was obedient unto death, even 
the death of the crofs. 

Such is the leffon that the whole tcnot 
of Scripture inculcates, and fuch the ex- 
ample by which it is enforced!— -—Happy 
they on whom thefe confiderations make 
their due impreflion; whofe hearts are truly 
xefigned, and who are always prepared for 

the 
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die cxcrcife of that virtue on every different 
occafion! 



The exercife of virtue, in many inftances, 
is attended with fuch pleafures, that even 
thofe who are not influenced by a fenfe of 
duty and religion^ can hardly be infenfible 
to them; though fuch pleafures are enjoyed 
in afar, highef degree^ by thofe in whom 
thefe fentiments prevail. Happy in the 
thought that their own inclination is then 
conformed to the will of their Creator, they 
go *' on their way rejoicing" in the good 
effe6is of their endeavours; they fee diftrefs 
relieved^ and virtue promoted; they give 
comfort to the affli£ted^ and advice to the 
ignorant; and enjoy the innocent pleafures 
of friendfliip and fociety, by making them, 
ufeful to themfelves and others* Their hap-* 
pinefs is a kind of foretafte of the happinefs 

of 
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of heaven— ft happlnefr wkkh angels migM 
partake^ and in which they may indulge their 
inclination without reftraint^ free from any 
apprehenfion of that fatiety and diiguft winch 
often attend the pleafiires of thia^ worlds or 
that rcmorfe by which they are of^n fuc- 
ceeded. 

To fuch pleafures we are ape to think we 
can hardly be too much attached; and ytt 
even thefe we may be called to refign $ ami 
to murmur and repine at the lots of them^ 
may be as mucb an inftance of the want of 
true rcfignation, ^s the fame would be in any 
other cafe. 

We think our indinatiovis were mnocenc^ 
and even landabfe j and this- feems in (bme 
fort to juftify regret, at being no longer able 
to indulge them ; but our indinattons can be 

innocent 
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iiHMCcnl JK> longer thdtn they are conformable 
to the witl of God; any farther attaclmieftt 
to them becomes an attachment to our own 
wiB> vAkkh k is as much Qur duty to coii(|i]ier 
m tKis cafe^ as in every other. 

We delighted to relieve diftrefs ; hut we 
are reduced to poverty^ and can enjoy that 
delight no more i-^^-^Another ta(k is now af- 
figfied iiSf and muft be pcar£3«ned w>d» the 
fume readincis. 

We f>oflefled the power of making th<^ 
happy with whom by duty and affe£kion we 
were conne^d, and our lives were fyem in 
the pleafing and laudable employment :-~ A 
change of circuinftanceshas taken that power 
aiway ; no felftfli regret muft be fi> far indulged^ 
as tam^ike us negle£k the duties whkh are yei 
within our power^ and become lefs diligent 

in 
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in performing the part allotted to us^ becauib 
it is lefs pleafing. 

Wc enjoyed the pleafures of friendfhip and 
fociety^ and felt the innocent fatisfa£lioii 
ivhich attends on the exercife and improve- 
ment of the benevolent afFe£Uons; — but 
friends may be removed from us ; we may be 
reduced to a ftate of unavoidable folitudej or 
rendered, by ficknefs or other circumftances, 
incapable of contributing to the pleafures of 
converfation and fociety^ and reduced to give 
pain^ where we mod wi(h to confer happinefs* 
Still the fame difpofition muft remain; ftill 
the regret of pleafure loft, of whatever kind 
that pleafure might be, will be an inftance of 
the want of true refignation, whenever it is 
indulged fo far as to make us in any degree 
negligent of prcfent duties — ^for that pleafure 
is the facrifice we arc then called to make. 

Such 
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. Such facrifices are difficult and painful in- 
-deed; and the lofs of innocent and virtuous 
pleafures muft be ftrongly felt by thofe whofe 
hearts were difpofed to delight in them. 
While within their reach, it was their duty to 
enjoy them; and the lofs.of them is attended 
with the lofs of that felf-fatisfa£kion, and even 
of that improvement of good and amiable dif- 
pofitions, which was derived from them. 

But little do we know, in this frail and im- 
perfed ftate, what tends moft to our improve- 
ment; and a fituation which appears to u« 
moft unfavourable to it, may be fuch as is 
really beft for us. Such indeed we may be 
fiire it is, when Infinite Wifdom and Good- 
nefs has decreed it for us. 

The mind of man is naturally aftive, and 

the a£Uve duties are always the moft plcafing. 

Vol. II. P Life, 
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Life^ deprived of thefe, prefents a blanks more 
difficult to fupport than even painful exer- 
tions which are attended with fuccefs and 
felf-approbation. Virtue is then no longer 
its own reward; for filent fufFering, when no- 
thing elfe is in our power^ affords no matter 
for exultation^ but rather for the contrary^ 

» 

from the thought of the ufeleflhefs of fuch a 
life, which neceffity itfelf feems hardly fuffi- 
cient to juftify. 

Here then the importance of that true 
refignation, which religion infpires, appears 
in the ilrongeft light, as well as the happi«. 
nefs attending on it. That life which once 
appeared a blank is fuch no longer, for our 
time is ftill fpent in the way moft accept- 
able to our Creator. Had He required of 
us " fome great thing," fome painful and 
difficult exertion, it would certainly have 

been 
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been our duty to have performed it; per- 
haps we fancy we could have performed it 
with fatisfadion ; but are we fure that there 
would have been no mixture of felf-com- 
placence^ or even of vanity, in this fatis- 
fa£lion ? 

Let us try whether we find the fame fatis* 
fa£iion in complying with his will in other 
inftances. The neceffity of our fituatipn 
points out to us our duty. 

If by ficknefs, the lofs of any of our fa- 
culties, or any other caufe, we are really 
deprived of the power of employing ourfelves 
in any thing ufeful, and reduced to a ftate 
in which a great part of our time muft ne- 
ceflarily be paiTed in doing nothing, it is 
then evidently the will of God that it Ihould 
be fo; and we then conform to his will by 

P % fubmitting 
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fubmitting to it as we ought^ as we da by 
performing the a€live duties when called to<^ 
them; and we may Hill look up to Him 
with filial confidence^ and enjoy thofe^ 

hopes which attend the good and faith&il: 

f 

fervant, who conftantly and diligently per* 
forms the part afBgned him^ whatever that 
part may be. 

Every change of circumftances fervcs only 
to vary the tafk we are called to perfonn> 
but fhould make no change in the difpofi-^ 
tion of the mind^ by which alone we are .ac- 
ceptable in the fight of Him who fe^h not; 
as man feeth. 

Even in the decay of our faculties by age 

m 

or ficknefs, the fame difpofition muft be ftill 

< 

prcferved. The lively fancy which amufed 
our folitary hours may be lofl; the aflive 

fpirits 



^ 
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Ipiriu which ^imated 6ur conduQ^ and even 

«^ 

contributed to the ardour of our devotions^ 
may be impaired; and we may feel (in fpitc 
of all our efforts) that the earthly body preC- 
feth^ down the mind. 

■1 

Perhaps there is hardly any inftance in 
which it is more difficult to preferve a con- 
ftant and fincere refignation than in this; yet 
even in this it may be ftill preferved> and 
may make our little remaining powers ftill 
ufeful to ourfelves^ and acceptable to our 
Creator; ftill that '^ peace which pafleth all 
under ftanding/' which nothing in this world 
can give or take away, may remain in the 
heart, in the midft of the decay of our bodily 
and even of our mental powers; and will do 
fo, in a heart which has always been truly 
refigned to the will of God in every diffe- 
rent ftate. 

To 
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To bear the infinnities of age with proper 
fentiments^ is a lefTon which (hould be learnt 
in youth; not by anticipating evils which 
perhaps we may never be ealled to fuffer^ 
but by acquiring and exercifing that refig* 
nation which is neceflary in every ftate^ and 
which^ when rendered conftant and habi- 
tual, will remain in every change of circum- 
ftances ; though it would be difficult indeed 
to acquire it in the days of weaknefs and 
decline, when the powers of aflion are in 
2 great meafure taken away, when every 
effort is painful, and when bad habits have 
been fo long rooted as fcarcely to be over- 
come. 



Omy Creator and Redeemer! whofe 
goodnefs to me fhines forth as ftrongly in, 
the affliftions Thou art pleafed to fend me, 
as in the Weflings wherewith thou haft fur- 
rounded 
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rounded me ; may I enjoy thy bleffings with 
a cheerful and a grateful heart, yet ever be 
ready to refign them when it Ihall be Thy 
good pleafure to deprive me of them! And 
when Thou art pleafed to prove me with 
affliSions, may I alwafys receive them with 
patience and humility; remembering that 
they are fent by an indulgent Father, who 
permits them for my good, and who will 
affift and fupport me under them. 

May I never indulge the kaft repining or 
difcontented thought; but fixing my atten- 
tion on thofe divine joys which Thou haft 
prepared for them who truly love Thee, msiy 
I ever be ready to refign what I moft love 
and value, when Thou fhalt fee fit to require 
it of me; and by a conftant endeavour to 
conform my will to Thine in all the changes 
of this world, may I at length, through thy 

infinite 



• I 
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infinite mercy, arrive at that heavenly kin^ 
doin^ vhera Thou wilt crown our fincete^ 
though imperfed obedience, if ith everlafting 
and unchangeable felicity ! 




